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 Reply  to:  The Editor:  44 Bassaleg Road, Newport, South Wales NP20 3EA. UK 
                                   Tel:  + 44 (0) 1633 256796.    Fax:  + 44 (0) 1633 666796      

                   Email: mike.haslam@ntlworld.com 
 

   Editor ial      -      by Mike Haslam. 

A busy year ahead sees the 2005 IDBF season starting 
with the Club Crew World Championships in Cape Town 
(see separate report) followed by EDBF and ADBF 
Continental Championships in both Europe and Asia, 
culminating with the World Championships in Qingpu, 
Shanghai, from 20 –24 October 2004. 
 
During the winter months, much re-publishing of the 
IDBF Member’s Handbook has been done, following the 
revision of the IDBF Competition Regulations and Rules 
of Racing by the 9th IDBF Congress.  Email copies of the 
Handbook, in English, have been sent out to all IDBF 
Members and hard copies in both English and Chinese, 
will be distributed during the World Champs in Qingpu, 
Shanghai, this coming October and then afterwards by air 
mail, to IDBF Members who do not make it to Shanghai. 
I f in the meantime if you would like a copy on a CD, 
please drop me a line and I  will send one out to you. 
 
Both the IDBF Paddle and Boat Specs have proved to be  
successful projects, with paddle makers now established 
around the world and boat manufacturer’ s too coming on 
line in Asia.  If you would like details of these two 
schemes then go to the IDBF web site for an update, where 
potential boat and paddle makers can also find details of 
how to join the schemes. 
 
Finally, on the paper work side, the IDBF Championship 
Organisers Handbook has been fully revised (or almost !) 
and that too will be made available to IDBF Members by 
email and/ or CD, when completed. 
 
On the competition side of life, Information Bulletin No.1 
for the Shanghai World Champs in October has been sent 
to all IDBF Members and EDBF Members have been sent 
Info Bulletin No.2 for the EDBF Nations Champs in 
Stockton, England on 31 July/ 1 August 2004.  More 
details on both events are shown within this DBI.  
 
Stop Press News is that the ICF have broken the Joint 
Agreement with the IDBF and withdrawn from the Joint 
Working Committee. They will doubtless now try to 
encourage National Canoe Federations to take over 
Dragon Boat Racing in places like Canada, the USA and 
in Europe, where France is first on the list and then Spain.  

WDBRC – Shanghai – Ready to Rock and Roll ! 
 
The postponed 5th Wor ld Dragon Boat Championships
will be held on the Dianshan Lake Regatta Course, Qingpu 
Shanghai, China, from 20-24th October 2004.   
 
Invitations and Information Bulletin No.1 have been 
sent to all IDBF Members.  The race venue is a purpose 
built placid water regatta course, some 2250 metres long.  
It is wide enough to set eight racing lanes of 13.5 metres 
wide each.  The racing course will be fully buoyed and 
fixed starting pontoons will be set at each starting points 
for 200, 500 and 1000m races  
 
Provided that sufficient entr ies are received for each of 
the competition classes (That is, 6 per competition class 
for World Championship status or a minimum of 3 entries 
for IDBF Championship status) races will be held for the 
Premier, Senior, Junior Divisions and Breast Cancer 
Survivors, over 200m, and 500m with 1000m Races for all 
Open Classes and the Premier Women’s Class.  
 
Entry to the Championships is restricted to Representative 
Teams selected by IDBF Member Associations. As such 
all competitors must be a citizen of the country or territory 
they represent, by birth or marriage or through having 
been a current resident for a period of three or more years. 
 
The Regatta administration fee for each person attending 
the Championship, including Official Supporters, is USD 
45, per person. The fees will be used towards the cost of 
transportation, drink, lunches, souvenirs, credentials and 
incidental costs.  The Organising Committee will provide 
only those participants who live in the Official Hotels with 
bus transportation to and from the Regatta Venue. 
 
It is expected that most Teams will arrive from Friday 15 
October, onwards.  On this basis the Main Regatta Course 
will be available for Crew Training from Mon 18 Oct 04. 
Teams arriving in Shanghai before the 15 Oct must make 
special arrangements with the Organising Committee for 
their accommodation and training and costs thereof. 
 
Provisional Entr ies are required by the Organising 
Committee no later  than 1 May 2004. All contact with 
the Championships Organising Committee must always 
come through the IDBF Member Associations’  entering 
the Championship and not direct from individual crews. 
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Shtoorming through with Kurpfalz and Sloths too – Russian and German Crews dominate but Aussies catching up! 
 

Wind, Rain, Cloud and finally the Sun, ensured that the 2004 CCWC in Cape Town was an interesting experience for all 
concerned.  But the Organisers, Race Officials and over 1500 competitors representing 45 Clubs (88 crews) from 12 Countries 
on 5 Continents, took all that the weather and other disruptions could throw at them during the weekend and came out smiling 
at the end of an enjoyable event.  The bad weather that had plagued the previous 3 days finally gave way to glorious sunshine 
and placid water conditions on Sunday 18 April 2004, the last day of the Championships, and racing finished bang on time. 
  
After  good weather  ear lier  in the week, blustery wind and rain arrived in Cape Town just in time to affect the planned 
Opening Ceremony for the 2004 CCWC, scheduled to take place at the V&A Waterfront, as a curtain raiser to the 
Championships on the following days.  Undaunted the Band of the South African Navy, plus traditional Dancers and local 
musicians were relocated in to the Competitors Marquee and a good time was had by all inside, rather than out.   
 
Friday saw little change to the weather but despite the adverse conditions and problems in keeping the technical equipment 
and Race Officials in the Finish Tower, the Marshalling Area and the Starting Area dry the main Race Programme was 
completed with only a 40 minute enforced delay during the day, to warn up the valiant youngsters holding the boats at the Start.   
Unfortunately, the water conditions late in the day, when tide and wind swept down the 2000m course (in the same direction – 
out to sea!) meant that on safety grounds the Race Officials felt unable to race crews over the planned 2k race course.  
Although offered the opportunity to race over a shorter, safer course and distance, the majority of the Crew Managers, voted to 
‘ try again’  for the full 2k on Saturday.  Despite the disappointment of the postponed 2ks, the 200m Premier Mixed Grand Final 
proved to be a cracker, with all 5 boats crossing the line in a blanket finish, separated by just one second.  On the photo, 
Kurpfalz (0.46.86) were shown to be worthy winners from KC Dragonfly (0.46.91) and Victoria Gorging Dragons (0.46.93) in 
second and third place, with Hanover All Sports (0.47.13) and Sloths DBC (0.47.90) taking 4th and 5th places respectively. 
 
Saturday, proved to be a marginally better  day – no rain but still cloudy and blustery conditions which seemed to adversely 
affect all the various water users, including the Cape Harbour Tug Boats, who managed to take out half the buoyed racing 
lanes, on at least two occasions during the day !   Unscheduled difficulties too, with Safety Boat engines and in moving the 
Starting bay pontoons from 420m to 200m, for the afternoon’ s racing, coupled with an unusual number of collisions between 
crews, during the races and some crews taking too much time to muster themselves, including Helms going missing just when 
needed by the Corporate Crews, saw the race time-table, which had been revised to accommodate the postponed 2k races, fall 
somewhat behind.  In the gathering gloom of a windy evening, the Premier Open 200m Grand Final, saw the Shtoorm Crew, 
from Russia, storm away from the start and keep clear of the field to win the Gold Medal in a six boat final – the result of multi 
collisions in the Semi Finals.  The Premier Women’s 200m Gold Medal went to Sloths DBC (0.52.78).  With darkness falling, 
the 2k races were not possible and were cancelled completely as Sunday would be an even longer day of racing, and to try and 
run 2k races as well, was going to be impossible in the daylight hours available. 
 
At last on Sunday, the sun shone br ightly and the wind dropped.  Racing was now of the highest order and running to time, 
even though some ‘operating difficulties’  could not be overcome and crew collisions still occurred during the day. In the 
Premier Mixed 420m, Kurpfalz repeated its 200m victory – just, from Sloths DBC, in another blanket finish. The Women’s 
420m was won by Wasabi, with Sloths again taking the Silver Medal.  The last race of the Championships – the Premier Open 
Grand Final, ran right on time.  A thrilling race saw Shtoorm take their second Gold Medal to become the Premier World Club 
Crew Champions, in a time of 1.28.23, from Snatch (1.29.43) and Firenze (1.31.63). The results of all Grand Finals are shown 
below and the full race results can be viewed on the Championship Web site at www.dragonboat.org.za. 
 
The Cape Town CCWC, was an example of how good team work by the Organisers, the Crews and the Race Officials 
working together against adverse conditions, can still provide a Championship of well organised and good racing on the course 
and foster new friendships off of it. The official accommodation, transport and social events too were good and well organised. 
What should be remember by everyone, is that the concept of the CCWC is to help develop the Club Crew base of the sport by 
giving Club Paddlers a ‘World Championships’  of their own and at the same time taking the sport to newly developing Dragon 
Boat locations around the world, where the full range of technical facilities may not always be available.   The CCWC is not 
designed for ‘elite’  paddlers Representing their Countries of Territories in National Teams – the World Nations Dragon Boat 
Racing Championships (WDBRC) are for them and it is for that competition that the IDBF Competition Regulations and 
Racing Rules are primarily designed, and Olympic Standard Regatta Courses sought and used. 
 
In conclusion, it should be remembered that Cape Town had comparatively little time in which to organise and finance the 
event, following the withdrawal of Japan to host the 2004 CCWC.  The efforts made by Championship Director, Nicola Osse, 
and the problems she faced in ensuring that the Championship’s took place at all, should not be under estimated. Nor should the 
personal costs in time, effort and finance be forgotten.  Thank you to the Crews who supported the event and a very big thank 
you to the Organisers in Cape Town and to the IDBF Race Officials for giving the paddlers the opportunity to take part and 
experience a very good and well delivered Club Crew World Championships.   See you at the 2006 CCWC in Canada. 

2004 IDBF CLUB CREW WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS – CAPE TOWN 
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Premier Open 200m – Grand Final          Premier Open 420m – Grand Final Senior Open 200m – Grand Final 

 
1   Shtoorm         00.            1   Shtoorm  01.28.23  1   Schwer in DBC     00.47.08 
2   Kurpfalz            00.   2    Snatch  01.29.43  2   Centro Dragons     00.47.57 
3   Firenze    00.            3    Firenze  01.31.63  3   Pond Scum     00.49.81 
4   Snatch    00.            4    Sloths   01.32.83  4   Dragonauti     00.50.91 
5   Sloths    00.            5    Kurpfalz  01.33.01  5   Beider Basle     00.51.11 
6   Uckermark    00.            

 
Premier Women 200m – Grand Final           Premier Women 420m – Grand Final Senior Women  – 3 Rounds  Aggregated 
                200m        420m  
1   Sloths DBC   00.52.78 1    Wasabi  01.45.57  1   Schwer in          02.42.38   05.39.21 
2   Kurpfalz   00.53.22 2    Sloths DBC 01.45.61  2   Wasabi     02.54.34   05.53.28 
3   Ottonen   00.56.26 3    Ottonen  01.45.73  3   Burleigh Fire Ds    02.57.34    06.00.30 
4   Wasabi   00.54.22 4    Kurpfalz 01.47.03  4   SA Vipers     03.21.89  Did Not Race 
5   Red Devils   00.56.06 5    Red Devils 01.49.86   

 
Premier Mixed 200m – Grand Final            Premier Mixed 420m – Grand Final Senior Mixed 200m - Final 

 
1   Kurpfalz    00.46.86 1    Kurpfalz 01.33.54  1   Schwer in UHUs    00.47.31 
2   KC Dragonfly   00.46.91  2    Sloths DBC 01.33.68  2   Centro Dragons      00.47.79 
3   Victoria GDs     00.46.93 3    Victoria GDs 01.34.44  3   ELB Meadow M     00.48.55 
4   Hanover AS      00.47.13 4    Hanover AS 01.34.60  4   San Diego DBT      00.49.11 
5   Sloths DBC    00.47.90 5    KC Dragonfly 01.34.79  5   Pond Scum      00.49.71 

           
 Junior Open  200m - Final Junior Mixed 200m – 3 Rounds  Senior Open 420m  - Grand Final  

 
1   DSK Tsunami   00.52.00 1  DSK Tsunami     2.30.33 Aggregate 1.  Schwer in DBC       01.37.35 
2   Drag Attack        00.52.22               2   Drag Attack 2.31.38               2.  Centro Dragons      01.39.35 
  3  Paddlesnappers 2.34.87     3.   Beider Basle          01.41.13 
  4   All Star Drgs 2.49.68  4.   Dragonauti             01.41.19 
        
Junior Open  420m - Final Junior Mixed 420m – 3 Rounds  Senior Mixed 420m  - Grand Final  

 
1   Drag Attack   01.44.54 1  Drag Attack         05.12.37 Aggregate 1.   Schwer in UHUs    01.39.06 
2   DSK Tsunami  01.45.55 2   DSK Tsunami      05.14.23               2.   ELB Medow M       01.39.90 
3   All Star Drgs   01.59.32 3   Paddlesnappers    05.25.20  3.   Centro Dragons       01.40..28 
  4 All Star Dragons   05.54.81  4.   San Diego DBT       01.43.08 

       5.   Pond Scum              01.43.76 
 

Open Classes Women’s Classes Mixed Classes 
 
Adelaide Sea Dragons Premier  Aus Sloths DBC         Premier  Aus  Adelaide  Sea Dragons   Premier    Aus 
Sloths DBC    Aus SA Vipers  Aus  Sloths DBC   Aus 
Sydney Snatch    Aus Pickering DBC Can  BMO Finacial Group  Can 
Pickering DBC    Can Kurpfalz DBC Ger  Pickering DBC  Can 

 Wunder von Wittenberge  Ger Ottonen  Ger  Victoria Gorging Dragons Can 
 Kurpfalz DBC     Ger Spree Sisters Berlin Ger  Kurpfalz DBC Ger 

Uckermark Dragons   Ger  Red Devils Schwerin          Ger  KC Dragon Fly Ger 
Batchworth DBC    Gbr Hong Kong Island PC Hkg Ottonen  Ger 
Hong Kong Island PC   Hkg I Dragonauti Cagliari Ita  Hanover All Sports Ger 
Societe Canottieri Frenze  Ita   AS Trevignano DB Ita Ukermark Dragons Ger 
Ballast Nedam Concrete Drgs        Nld Waikato DBC Nzl Hong Kong Island PC  Hkg 
Dutch Dragons Nld CT Paddlesnappers Rsa Canotteria Sabazia Savona   Ita 
Waikato DBC Nzl Mujaji Rsa AS Trevignano DB  Ita 
Shtoorm DBC Rus San Diego DB Team Usa Ballast Nedam Concrete Drgs Nld 
MG Dragons Rus Wasabi Paddle Club Usa Hamilton City Watersports Nzl 
CT Paddlesnappers Rsa Burleigh Fire Drgs     Snr   Aus Waikato DBC   Nzl 
Mujaji Rsa Schwerin UHU           Snr  Ger MG Dragons   Rus 
San Diego DBT Usa SA Dragons Abreast  BCS  Aus CT Paddlesnappers  Rsa 
Burleigh Fire Drgs           Senior  Aus Abreast in a Boat       BCS   Can Mujaji   Rsa 
Sterkade Centro Drgs   Ger Canadians Abreast     BCS  Can San Diego DB Team  Usa 
I Dragonauti Cagliari Ita Wasabi  PC                 BCS Can Burleigh Fire Dragons  Senior      Aus 
Beider Basle Swi Wasana Pond Scum  Can 
Drag Attack Wuppertal   Junior  Ger Paddlesnappers   Jnr  Mxd Rsa ELB Meadow Masters  Ger 
DSK Tsunami Dragons Rsa Schwerin UHU  Ger 
All Star Dragons Rsa Beider Basle       Snr  Mxd Swi Sterkade Centro Dragons Ger 

CCWC CAPE TOWN GRAND FINALS RESULTS AND COMPETING CREWS 
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ICF Board &  Executive unilaterally decide officially to end co-operation with the 
IDBF; declare the ICF/IDBF Joint Agreement null and void and disband the JWC. 
 

In a letter dated 19 April 2004, the ICF Secretary General Jose Perurena Lopez, has informed the IDBF that, quote, at  meetings 
of the ICF Executive Committee and ICF Board, held in Santiago de Compostela during the previous weekend, that these 
leading bodies of the ICF decided unanimously to officially end the co-operation between the ICF and IDBF and declare the 
Joint Agreement (JA) null and void. In addition the ICF leading bodies agreed to withdraw the ICF representatives from the 
Joint Working Committee (JWC), thereby dissolving the JWC and ending any possible further dialogue with IDBF. 
 
The quoted reasons given by the ICF were that they do not agree with the way in which the IDBF Representatives (IDBF 
Executive & Council) and IDBF Controlling Bodies (the IDBF Members) are interpreting the Joint Agreement and will not 
accept the interpretations of the IDBF and its Members.  The letter further quotes, as an example, that the IDBF interprets the 
JA as meaning that in a country where there is both a National Canoe Federation and National Dragon Boat Association, that 
the National Canoe Federation must be members of the National Dragon Boat Association in order to take part in the Open 
Selection process recommended to IDBF Members in respect of an IDBF World Championship. The ICF states that it does not 
accept such an interpretation as being correct.   
 
The ICF also feels that the distribution by the IDBF Executive President of extracts from the draft Minutes of the Joint 
Working Committee held in Stansted (to IDBF Members and others) - the words in italics are DBIs, as a hostile position and 
expressively objects to the usage of the draft Minutes and the interpretations of the Joint Agreement as conducted by the EP. 
 
The ICF also considers that the interpretation of the JA by the ICF and IDBF is so much different that the ICF does not 
consider that the JA is any more a common basis for common actions for the benefit of Dragon Boat Racing in the future.  In 
addition, the ICF decision making bodies have unilaterally declared that co-operation with the IDBF in respect of the IWGA 
World Games demonstration Dragon Boat Racing Competition in Duisburg, Germany in 2005, is also finished and that ICF 
Canoeing Athletes will exclusively represent the sport of Dragon Boat Racing during that event.  End of quotes. 
 
The IDBF Executive and Council, will consider  this letter  from the ICF and respond accordingly but in the meantime,  
Mike Haslam offers his personal observations on the ICF letter and says that it is of course regrettably, that the ICF Executive 
and Board should make such decisions without actually talking directly to the IDBF Executive about their concerns.  The JWC 
has only met twice, with both meetings being both constructive and friendly, with many points on which there were differences 
of opinion brought forward for discussion at subsequent JWC meetings.  It is a great pity that the ICF Secretary General, was 
unable to attend the second JWC meeting at short notice, when it had been arranged to fit his work schedule. 
 
The reasons given by the ICF for breaking the JA, speaks volumes about the ongoing attitude of the ICF towards the IDBF, the 
IDBF Members and the sport in general  (which it refers to as a discipline of canoeing).  The ICF stance seems to me to be ‘big 
stick’  diplomacy, in that if you do not agree with the ICF views on anything then they will withdraw from further discussions; 
break any agreements made and then threaten to take over your sport.  It was this big stick attitude that resulted in the IDBF 
seeking Arbitration with the ICF through the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), following the breakdown of previous 
meetings with the ICF, who again unilaterally ended them because the IDBF view of Dragon Boating as an independent paddle 
sport, was not to the ICF President’ s liking.  It was the IDBF application to the CAS that led to the ICF requesting further talks 
with the IDBF as a way of avoiding going to CAS Arbitration.  We are now back to square one ! 
 
My comments on the points raised in the ICF letter are that the IDBF has never ever said that National Canoe Federations must 
also be Members of their National Dragon Boat Association, to take part in the Open Selection process for IDBF World 
Championships.  I do not see how the circulation of information, the contents of which were discussed and agreed by those 
present, can be called hostile or how the ICF, having signed a Joint Agreement, with the IDBF in which it specifically states 
that the ICF accepts the status and standing of the IDBF as the established International Federation for Dragon Boat Sport (the 
sport’ s World Governing Body) and confirmed that the ICF mandate was only to provide Dragon Boat services for its own 
Members, which it then agreed would be provided for those members’  by the IDBF, can then say it expressly objects to such 
clear ‘ interpretations’  being notified to other organisations (i.e.  the IOC, GAISF and National Olympic Committees).   
 
Finally, the ‘big stick’  statement that only ICF Canoeing Athletes will be invited to take part in the World Games 
demonstration races and represent Dragon Boat Sport, clearly shows exactly what the ICF attitude towards the paddlers who 
practise our sport – the majority of whom are not ICF Canoeing Athletes – is all about.  Which is that paddlers are nothing to 
be concerned about or worth consulting regarding who they want to run their sport.  The IDBF thinks differently and believes 
that freedom of choice is the paddlers right, as is self-determination for the sport. The IDBF will be consulting with you closely 
in the coming months about the future of Dragon Boat Racing, which is your spor t – not the ICF’s.     
                                                                  

ICF BREAKS THE JOINT AGREEMENT WITH THE IDBF 
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        BREAST CANCER SURVIVORS ALL ! 
 
          ‘Close Racing at the CCWC in Cape Town’  

 
Five BCS Crews made the tr ip to Cape Town for the 
CCWC, 16/18 April 04.  Three Crews came from Canada, 
one from Australia and one from the Wasabi Paddling Club 
Crew in Cape Town.  And just for good measure some of 
them paddled for their Senior Women’s Crew as well !!  
 
In both the 200m and 430m competitions local crew Wasabi 
recorded the fastest times and over the 3 rounds of each race 
distance proved themselves to be consistently faster that 
their rivals, although in both distances the South Australia 
Dragons Abreast Crew gave then a run for their money. 
 
In the mini Canadian contest, Abreast in a Boat narrowly 
lost out to Canadians Abreast One, in the 200m races but 
took their revenge in the 430m races where they proved to 
be the best Canadian Crew with a close victory over 
Canadians Abreast Too.   Aggregated times for the BCS 
Crews, over 3 Rounds of each race distance, were:- 
 
   200m  420m 
Wasabi Paddling Club 2.58.92  6.00.26 
SA Dragons Abreast 3.01.85  6.08.44 
Abreast in a Boat  3.28.57  6.44.87 
Canadians Abreast One 3.28.16  7.00.15 
Canadians Abreast Too 4.18.00  6.48.83 
 
Congratulations and well done to all the BCS paddlers, it 
was good to see you competing with such dedication and 
enthusiasm – an inspiration to us all and a wonderful advert 
for both our sport and its tradition of triumph over adversity. 
 
The participation of BCS Crews in IDBF World 
Championship Regattas is one that the IDBF Council wishes 
to encourage along with the development of BCS Crews in 
IDBF Member Countries and Territories.  See the separate 
Article in this issue of DBI, which highlights the trials and 
tribulations of just one BCS in Australia and how Dragon 
Boat Racing has helped her in her on going battle to defeat 
the big C. 
 
Read the article and be motivated to do something to 
encourage BCS Crews to form in your part of the World and 
then help them toward competing in an IDBF World 
Championship Regatta – it is their  spor t too! 

WORLD CORPORATE &  COMMUNITY CHAMPS 
 
Festival Race Organisers – Join the Party.  Send your  
Crews to the IDBF Wor ld Corcom Champs in 2005. 
 
Yes, it is true, under the revised IDBF Competition 
Regulations, the 2005 World Championship Regatta, in 
Germany, will now include Corporate & Community Crews 
coming from Dragon Boat Festival Races from around the 
World. That is, crews from the Private and Public Sector, the 
Emergency Services and Armed Forces   
 
The IDBF Wor ld Corporate &  Community Crew 
Championships (Wor ld Corcom) will be held on the 
weekend before the World Champs for Representative Teams 
but in the same location – see separate article on WDBRC 
2005. 
 
Festival Race Organisers will be asked in 2004 to become 
IDBF Associated Dragon Boat Festivals, for a small fee, which 
will entitle the Festival concerned to use the IDBF logo in its 
publicity and to send Corcom Crews to the World Champs.  In 
return the Festivals will be expected to follow the IDBF Rules 
of Racing and allow the use of IDBF specification equipment 
at their festivals (Paddles now, boats may take a whole lot 
longer !?). 
 
There will be caveats on the composition of the Corcom 
Crews, in that the Crew Members must work for or be a 
member of, the organisation they represent.  Immediate family 
members will also be allowed but the number of experienced 
(Elite - Premier) paddlers from Sport Racing allowed in each 
Crew will be restricted. 
 
The object of the Corcom Champs will be to provide a ‘World 
Status’  Competition for basically new or Novice paddlers to 
the sport; offer them a ‘ tourist package’  in the Country in 
which the World Champs is happening and then give them the 
opportunity to watch the best Sport Crews in the World 
compete on the weekend after the Corcom Champs and thus, 
hopefully, encoursge the Corcom paddlers to take up the sport 
more seriously, when they get home.  The sport develops and 
everyone benefits, including the IDBF Member Federations. 
 
For Festival race Organisers interested in becoming an IDBF 
Associate Dragon Boat Festival and /or sending Crews to the 
World Corcom 2005 - email Chairman@dragonboat.org.uk 
 

SCHWERIN TO HOST THE 2005 IDBF WORLD DRAGON BOAT RACING CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

Following very comprehensive presentations by the short listed cities of Berlin, Hamburg and Schwerin to the German Dragon 
Boat Association (DDV), it was Scherwin who won the vote of the Selection Panel, in the re-bid to host the 2005 WDBRC.  In 
attendance at the presentations was Mike THOMAS, the Chairman of the IDBF Competition & Technical Commission (C&TC), 
who was impressed by the thoroughness of all the candidates and had no hesitation in recommending the DDV decision to the 
IDBF Council, who have endorsed Schwerin as the hosting City and the DDV as the supervising IDBF Member. 
 
The exact dates of the 2005 WDBRC have now to be confirmed but it is likely that they will take place at the end of July and 
beginning of August with the World Corcom Championships being held over the weekend preceding the WDBRC week. 
 
Further details and Information Bulletin No.1 will be sent to all IDBF Members as soon as the dates are confirmed. 



IDBF Newsletter  - Dragon Boat International   – April  2004 Edition - Issue Number 6 

 

6 

 
 

 Story compiled by Michelle Hanton, National Coordinator, Dragons Abreast Australia in collaboration with Joanne Petterson 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A TRULY REMARKABLE JOURNEY WITH THE DRAGON SPIRIT! A TRULY REMARKABLE JOURNEY WITH THE DRAGON SPIRIT! 

Most people involved in dragon boat racing are aware of the ‘Pink Ladies’  – the breast 
cancer  dragon boaters that paddle their  message of awareness around the globe.   

 
This year, in Australia, we believe that Jenny Petterson, a BCS paddler, has made history, hers 
is a remarkable story of courage and determination!  Jenny Petterson and her sister Joanne are 
twins. (Picture - Jenny on the left, has the pink plait - since she had no hair of her own!) 

 
In March 1997 at the age of 35, Jenny (but not Joanne) was diagnosed with aggressive breast cancer.  In November 1999 the 
cancer was found to have spread to 10 tumours across each of her lungs and a few years later a large tumour was found in her 
abdomen.  She has undergone 3 operations including a mastectomy and removal of all lymph nodes in one arm, 2 six-month
courses of chemotherapy; radiotherapy; several types of hormone treatments as well as a wide range of alternative therapies.  
She has been through the mill. 
 
Jenny & Joanne were introduced to dragon boat a little over 3 years ago and were immediately hooked! They paddle together 
with both local NSW club Port Hacking and Dragons Abreast Sydney. Indeed they do just about everything together! 
 
In January 2003 Jenny received a disappointing CT Scan and was told to wait 3 months for more scans for a comparison then 
a decision would be made whether or not she should commence a course of chemotherapy.  This scan 3 months later showed a 
new growth in her abdomen and an increase in the size of the 3 remaining lung tumours. 
 
During this 3-month period Jenny continued to paddle. In March 2003 she competed in the South Pacific Inaugural Breast 
Cancer Regatta in Auckland as part of the Australian Team, followed by the New Zealand Nationals in Wellington. Jenny 
then competed with Dragons Abreast in the Nationals in Adelaide in April 2003, whilst her sister Joanne paddle with the 
NSW State team and won a berth in Team Australia.  On returning home Jenny received the news that she would need to 
undergo intensive chemotherapy and was later advised that she should not go to Shanghai (before the change to Poland 
because of SARS) for the World Championships for fear of infection. 
 
From May to November 2003, Jenny took part in a clinical trial and the side effects of the chemotherapy meant she was not 
able to paddle.  During this time Joanne was training with the Australian Women’s Team to compete in Poland, which Jenny 
would loved to have gone to watch but could not travel with such a low immune system.  She suffered an infection and was 
hospitalised for 8 days and was discharged just in time to come out to the airport to farewell the Australian team for Poland.  
Jenny came out to each of the 4 time trials the Australian Team had at Penrith and videoed all the races of the teams and got 
some great footage which was used to analyse the teams’  techniques.  Looking back she says she doesn’ t know how she was 
able to manage what she did when she was feeling so unwell. 
 
When Jenny completed her chemotherapy in November 2003 she couldn’ t get back into the boat quick enough and paddled in 
the Australian Masters in Canberra in November 2003.  She took the paddling easy in the first 2 months following the 
chemotherapy while her body was recovering.  The post-chemotherapy scan showed that the abdominal tumour has 
completely gone but the size of the lung tumours had only partially decreased. 
 
Jenny attended a Dragon Boat Training Day on Australia Day this year and since then she has ramped up her training to 6 
paddling sessions and 3 weights sessions at the gym each week.  Her oncologist told her she can exercise as hard as she wants 
to now and the latest scan, three months after treatment has shown a significant decrease in the size of the lung tumours.  
Joanne now has her paddling and gym-buddy back!! 
�
Jenny was back in the stroke seat for Dragons Abreast at Chinese New Year in February.  She is feeling so strong now that 
she trialled for the NSW State Teams to compete at the 2004 Nationals in Perth and was placed 41 out of 60 women and earnt 
a place in the State Women’s B Team as well as a place in the Mixed Masters Team. 
 
We are all so proud of Jenny, she is an absolute inspiration to us all, in particular the ladies in the Dragons Abreast Teams 
who can see just how strong, positive and motivated she is after all the setbacks she has had.  Only a few months ago it would 
have been quite unbelievable to imagine she could�have come this far in dragon boating after everything she has been through, 
particularly during last year.  Jenny Petterson doesn’ t need a medal, she is truly a champion, like every BCS, in every 
sense of the word but a ‘ little bit of tin’  will be icing on the cake! 

�
What a wonderful story of the human spirit striving to overcome the worse that life cam throw at it.  Jenny’s story is typical 
of our BSC paddlers, so when they take a little longer to get to the Marshalling area to load their boats, take a bit more time to 
race down the course and disembark and maybe put the Regatta time table behind just a little; think of Jenny and all that she 
and the other BCS paddlers have gone through – just to be on the Start Line.  Their  Gold Medal is to be there – not the 
winning, the taking part.   Editor. 
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INTERNATIONAL SPORT RACING PADDLE 
 

Make Sure that the one that you buy is to IDBF Spec ! 
 

To keep DBI readers informed the latest list of IDBF Spec 
Paddle makers is published below but first a little history 
lesson on the IDBF International Racing Paddle.  
 
In the late 1980’s, False Creek Racing Canoe Club in 
Vancouver required blades that would approximate to the 
ones that they had seen and used in the Hong Kong 
Festival International Races.  They arranged for the 
Canadian Company, Grey Owl, to manufacture wooden 
reproductions of a sample model paddle from the HKIR.  
 
At the same time the sport was developing in Europe, 
where a variety of paddles of a similar style to the HKIR 
paddle were being used.  It became apparent that a ‘Paddle 
Specification’  would be required, in order to control the 
shape and size of the paddles being used in both domestic 
and international competitions 
 
In 1990, the British Dragon Boat Racing Association – the 
BDA introduced an Outline Paddle Specification based on 
the wooden paddles used in the Hong Kong International 
Races. (Not surprisingly, it was almost identical to the 
Canadian, Grey Owl model).  This Specification later 
came to be endorsed by the EDBF and was adopted 
throughout Europe, giving guidance to manufacturers and 
paddlers as to what was required of a dragon boat paddle 
and provided a range of dimensions. 
 
In 1994, the European Dragon Boat Racing Federation 
(EDBF) published the first comprehensive Tech Spec for 
the paddle with specific requirements for paddle design, 
including the caveat that any materials could be used in the 
paddles construction. This ‘EDBF Specification’  was 
adopted by the IDBF in 1997. However, the sport of 
Dragon Boat Racing has evolved and grown since the 
EDBF Spec was first written.   
 
The present Tech Spec for the paddle - IDBF International 
Sport Racing Paddle 202 (Edition 3, Spec 202a) - is a 
refinement of previous versions and aims to clarify certain 
issues, concerning the intention of the previous specs, for 
example defining the Shoulder shape and to further define 
issues (blade shape and size, surface finish) that may have 
previously been interpreted in such a way as to, 
potentially, give an unfair advantage in competition. 
 
Thus Spec 202, developed during 2000/2002 (and ‘ fine 
tuned’  with clarification in early 2003, to become 202a) is 
the updated Spec for the Dragon Boat Paddle used in 
IDBF and EDBF competitive events and in races held by 
their Members.  It differs from its predecessors in that it is 
faithfully reproduces the archetypal Hong Kong 
paddle to a standardized blade shape, thickness, taper, 
ovularity etc as accurately and authentically as 
possible. Spec 202a now sets precise measurements

therefore any limited manufacturing tolerances allowed must 
fall within the maximums given.  Thus there is no room for 
manufacturers to interpret the Spec subjectively but rather 
they must adhere to the laid down standards of precision and 
accuracy. 
 
The IDBF sees Spec 202a as reflecting the advances and 
development made within Dragon Boating during the first 
ten years of Sport Racing and does not intend to amend 
Spec 202a on an annual basis but only to add from time to 
time refinements of interpretation, supplementary notes and 
by exception and when essential, minor adjustments to the 
technical aspects of the paddle specification. 
 
Current Manufactures, Models &  L icense Numbers 
 
Apex Composites    Apex DBP      Canada          3021 
Asia Explorer  L td   Typhoon 8  Hong Kong     3041 
Braca Spor t L td       Braca Dragon Lithuania 3061 
Burnwater          Burnwater    Usa  3011 
Grey Owl       *  Various  Canada               3081/9 
Ocky Oars       Ocky DBP Australia 3071 
Simon River  Spor ts DB Comp Canada  3091 
Tr ivium         S12 paddle Lithuania 3051 
 Zaveral         ZRE Carbon USA  3031 
 
* Some Paddles with licence number 101a/102a also to 202a Spec,  
   check with supplier, concerning shoulder symmetry 

*** ** ****  
 

INTERNATIONAL RACING DRAGON BOAT  
 

Always look for  the IDBF Spec boat ! 
 
Not all Dragon Boats on the world market are made to 
IDBF Specification. But the IRDB is the preferred boats for 
use in IDBF events and is the boat most used by IDBF 
Members.  So therefore, if you want to buy a Racing Dragon 
Boat, it makes sense to get one that you can use in 
competitions at home and will use in IDBF Champiuonships. 
 

The IDBF has developed two models of the IRDB.  The 
first is the Standard Model 1222, which is designed for a 
crew of 22 people, maximum.  Just over 12 metres in length, 
the 1222 is the preferred model for use in Championship 
Regattas and in Sport and Festival Racing and general 
development amongst IDBF Members.  The second is the 
Small Model 912, designed for crews of 12 or less. At 9 
metres in length, the 912 is ideal for training purposes, 
junior racing, recreational dragon boating and general 
development, as well as a good alternative boat for Festival 
Races.  The Hull shape and design is the same in both IRDB 
models but the overall dimensions are less for the 912 
model.   The current list of licensed IDBF IRDB builders is  
     
BuK, Germany     -  www.dragon.de            Germany 
Donoratico Tre        -   www.dragonboatdonoratico.it     Italy 
Gemini Dragon Boat - see www.Google.com              Poland 
Pel Kayaks         -   www.dragonboat.nl         Netherlands 
Gable Boats      - www.dragonboatfestivals.co.uk    UK 
  

THE TECHNICAL SCENE – UPDATE NEWS ON IDBF SPECIFICATIONS 
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INTERNATIONAL DRAGON BOAT NEWS 

Penang 25THDB Festival Races 
 
The 25th Anniversary Penang Dragon 
Boat Festival 2004, will take place on 
19 - 20 June 2004 at the beautiful &  
scenic Teluk Bahang Dam, situated 
about 25 km from Georgetown, the 
capital city of Penang. For full
details regarding the festival, please 
visit  www.penangdragonboat.com or 
contact Chin Yin Fat, Exe Secretary,
Penang Dragon Boat Association. 
 
The festival organizers, I would like
to remind you that the 25th Penang 
International Dragon Boat Festival 
2004 is only 2 months away!  Entry 
forms (obtainable from the same 
website) can be sent by post, faxed or 
sent electronically via the website as 
soon as possible.  
 
Your support for this commemorative 
and historical festival will be greatly 
appreciated. 

2004 EUROPEAN NATIONS 
CHAMPS, STOCKTON, UK 

 
Entr ies have been received from the 
Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, 
Norway, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, 
the Ukraine and Great Britain, with 
interest also being shown from 
Belgium, France, Ireland, Poland 
Spain and the Netherlands, to take part 
in the 2004 EDBF European Nations 
Championships.   
 
Over  1,000 competitors are expected 
to compete on 31 July and 1 August 
2004, on the River Tees Regatta 
Course, Stockton-on Tees, England.   
 
An IDBF Race Officials Examination 
will be held before the Championships 
on Friday 30th July 2004.  The exact 
time and place will be confirmed later.  
EDBF Members are asked to submit 
the names of any National Race 
Official who is interested in taking the 
IDBF Examination to Championship 
Director, who will notify the IDBF 
Race Officials Secretariat (ROS).   
 
All EDBF Members wishing to send 
Teams to the EDBF Nations Dragon 
Boat Championships or crews to the 
Euro Cup Races must be current paid 
up Members. For those organisations 
applying for EDBF Membership for  
the first time, applications and fees 
must be received by 18th July 03. 
 
Confirmed Entr ies, accommodation 
and transport requirements are to be 
received no later  than 7th May 2004. 
In addition to University Campus 
accommodation, 3 classes of Hotels 
are available, plus a camping site.  

Named Team Entries  Crews are 
advised that the latest Named Entry 
Forms, which will be included in 
Bulletin No3, will be required by 1 
July 2004, together with all Regatta 
Fees and accommodation bookings. 
 
Entries/enquiries to Allyson Smith at 
Butter fd@macmillan-ctc.org.uk 

2006 CCWC CANADA 
 

An IDBF Site Visit of the two locations in 
contention for the 2006 CCWC will take 
place from 28-31 May 2004. The proposed 
sites in both Welland and Toronto will be 
visited and talks held with Dragon Boats 
Canada and the candidate cities, before a 
final decision is made on who gets to host 
the 5th CCWC, scheduled for August 2006. 

PRE 2004 WDBRC REGATTA IN 
CHINA   

 
The 2004 WDBRC Organizing Committee 
have provisionally arranged to hold an 
International Dragon Boat Invitational 
Tournament before the World Champs in 
Longyou County of Zhejiang Province 
which is 4 hours drive from Qingpu. 
 
Teams arriving early for the WDBRC may 
wish to participate in these races and could 
arrive in the Hangzhou International 
Airport (2 hours driving way to Longyou 
County) rather than Shanghai. The 
Organizing Committee will meet Teams 
travelling to Hangzhou, at the airport and 
will provide free transportation, food and 
accommodation during the Longyou racing 
time. If you plan to participate, please send 
your Entry to the CDBA with the WDBRC 
Provisional Entry Form by 1st May 2004. 
 
For further details contact the CDBA by e-
mail on lzls@263.net or Fax + 86 10 6713 
3577.  Phone: + 86 10 6712 8832 
 

© IDBF Copyr ight 2004.  Articles published in this Newsletter are not necessarily the views of the IDBF Executive and Council or the Elected 
Officers of the IDBF.  This Newsletter may be reproduced in full or in part provided always that the source is acknowledged as the IDBF 
Newsletter ‘Dragon Boat International’ .  The IDBF is the or iginal and only established wor ld governing body for  dragon boating and the 
spor t of Dragon Boat Racing.    IDBF Secretariat- c/o CDBA No 9 Tiyuguan Road, Beijing 100763, China.  E-mail lzls@263.net 
 

LINK YOUR WEBSITE TO THE IDBF 
E-mail Adrian Lee at 

Adrian.Lee@dragonboat.com 

Racing in the Big Apple 
 

The City of New York and Borough of 
Manhattan would like to invite your 
DB Crew to join us in our Annual 
New York City International Dragon 
Boat Race Festival.  Take advantage 
of this summers discount airfares and 
hotels; visit the Big Apple and take in 
the most scenic race in the world. 
 
Riverside Park Manhattan, NYC, July 
31- August 1, 2004. Distances:  250m, 
500m. Categories:  Open, Mixed, 
Women, Youth, BCS, Corperate Mxd. 
 
For more information, log on to web 
site www.NYCdragonboat.org or mail 
Edward Lau at dragonboats@aol.com  
 
Special discounts are on offer to all 
overseas crews and also to all crews 
who enter before May 1, 2004.     
  

Surfing Dragon Boats ? 
 
The California DBA would like to extend a 
warm invitation to come on out to San 
Francisco to join them for the 9th Annual 
Northern California International Dragon 
Boat Races and Festival on September 
25& 26, 2004. 
 
For more information and Registration 
forms can be found at the web site at 
www.CDBA.org. or drop a line to Hans 
WU at hanswu@aol.com. 
 


