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Welcome to this Issue of the IDBF Newsletter 
International Dragon Boat, the first for a long 
time, and much dragon boat water has passed 
under the bridge in the meantime.  
 
Indeed even to produce this issue has taken 
more time than I would have liked.  I started to 
put pen to paper in June and it is now it is the 
end of August! So without wasting even more 
time I will move swiftly onto the more 
important bits of IDBF News and wish you all
happy reading. 
 
Roma 2002 – 5/8 September  2002, the 3rd 
Club Crew World Championships – Roma 
2002 has attracted entries from over 80 crews, 
from more than 60 dragon boat clubs in 16 
countries and 5 continents. Nearly 2000 
competitors in all, will race across the range of 
Premier, Senior and Junior Competition 
Classes. With 155 races over 3 championship 
days it looks like it will be a great event !! I f 
you are still interested in spectating then 
contact Claudio Schermi at, clasche@tin.it 
 
SHANGHAI 2003 – WORLD CHAMPS 
DATES CONFIRMED  
 
Following an IDBF Site Visit to Quingpu 
County, Shanghai, in April 02, to look at the 
preparations being made for the 5th World 
Championships, the IDBF is pleased to confirm 
that the Championships will take place from 
27-31 August 2003.  See separate report for 
more details.                               

          Mike Haslam. 

BEWARE OF ALL IMITATIONS 
 

Mediation with the ICF not concluded. 
 
The IDBF met the ICF (International Cane Federation) in court 
recently or more precisely, the Court of Arbitration for Sport –
CAS, in Lausanne, Switzerland on 25th April 2002. 
 
The IDBF side of Mike HASLAM (Executive President), 
WANG Xiaolin (Senior Vice President), Manfred RUSS, 
Adrian LEE (Vice Presidents) and Claudio SCHERMI 
(EDBF), met with representatives of the ICF, under the eye of 
CAS Mediator Denis OSWALD, to try and find a way to 
accommodate the international ambitions of the ICF 
concerning dragon boating, without compromising the 
independence of the IDBF.  So far no mutual agreement has 
been reached and details of the Mediation discussion, under 
CAS Rules, must remain confidential between the parties 
concerned. 
 
However, the IDBF Executive Committee at its most recent 
meeting, held in Yichang, China, during the 3 Gorges Rally 
(see separate report) has re-confirmed that it considers any 
attempts by any other International Federation of Sport  (IF) to 
organise dragon boating, as direct interference into the affairs 
of the IDBF and its Continental Federations, which the IDBF 
strongly maintains are the original and only IFs with a 
responsibility for international Dragon Boat Racing. 
 
The IDBF Executive Committee has declared that it will take 
any action that it feels necessary, including recourse to 
litigation, to prove that Dragon Boating is an independent 
paddle sport.  In this campaign IDBF Member Associations 
will be asked to show their solidarity with the IDBF stance by 
informing both their National Olympic Committees and 
government sports agencies, that they too are independent and 
recognise the IDBF as the only World Governing Body for our 
sport.  Meanwhile,  “  Beware of all imitations ”  

 

DRAGON BOATS INVITED TO THE WORLD GAMES 
 
The IDBF has been invited to send crews to take part in the next 
World Games, due to be held from 14-25 July 2005, in Duisburg, 
Germany.  IDBF representatives have attended a meeting with the 
Organising Committee and the Council will decide the race format 
and representative crews.  Details to follow when known 
 
© IDBF Copyright 2002.  Articles published in this Newsletter are not necessarily the views of the IDBF Executive and Council or the Elected Officers 
of the IDBF.  This Newsletter may be reproduced in full or in part provided always that the source is acknowledged as the IDBF International Dragon 
Boat Newsletter.  The IDBF is the established and only independent world governing body for dragon boating and the sport of Dragon Boat Racing. 
 

IDBF COUNCIL MEETS IN ROME – The 
IDBF Council next meets at 0900 on 5 Sept 02 
before the CCWC in Rome.  IDBF Member 
Associations’  who would like to ‘ sit in’  and 
watch the Council at work are welcome to send 
representatives but please let me know first, by 
3 Sept 02 – email mikehaslam@aol.com 
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                                      TOO LATE FOR BEIJING 2008  -   
 OLYMPIC DREAM MUST WAIT !  

 
            BUT DRAGON BOATS WILL STILL BE THERE-A-BOUTS 

 
IDBF President Mr  ZHANG Faqiang informed the IDBF Executive Committee during its     
recent meeting in Yichang, China, that unfortunately it was already too late for Dragon Boat 

Racing to be included in the programme of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.   Under the revised regulations of the IOC, 
the selection of any new sport for inclusion in an Olympic Games is made seven years before the games in question.  In the 
case of Beijing this had been August 2001.  Members of the Chinese National Olympic Committee attending the IDBF 
meeting also said that before a sport can even be considered, there must be at least 75 members in the international 
federation of the sport concerned.   The IDBF has 40 Members at the last count and another 15 or so countries are showing 
an interest in dragon boating but have not yet formed national associations.  So on two counts, dragon boats will not race in 
the actual 2008 Games.   That’s the bad news ! 
 
The good news is that dragon boats will be racing in Beijing around the time of the 2008 Olympics as Mr Zhang also said 
that it is the intention of the Chinese Dragon Boat Association to ‘showcase’  our sport by organising a big international 
regatta as close to the dates of the Olympic Games as the IOC will allow and in the Beijing area.  New Members.  President 
Zhang concluded that the main priority for the IDBF over the next few years should be to increase its membership to the 
minimum of 75 needed for IOC recognition.  To reach this target by 2008 would indeed be an achievement on its own 
account, so if you want to help the sport to do this then visit web site www. BEIJING 2008, sign up and offer your support. 

FIRST IDBF WINTER RACES !! 
 
Winter  Spor ts do not normally include Dragon Boat
Racing but in Northern China they do !   If you fancy 
combining your skiing with a bit of serious dragon 
boating next year, then Jilin City, in early January 2003 
is the place to head for – see separate article. 
 
The IDBF Executive have approved the Jilin Winter  
Dragon Boat Race, as its first winter international after 
watching a CD and listening to a presentation by the 
Jilin Municipal People’s Government.  Top questions 
were on the safety aspects of the race and of course the 
obvious one of how and where ??  The answer - on the 
river in the centre of town, which is kept warm 
(relatively) by water from an up river power station.  
More details as they become available will appear on the 
IDBF website, www.dragonboat.com   See you there ! 

                        GETTING INTO THE      
                        OLYMPIC GAMES 

                         ‘The Whys and Wherefores’  
 

0 by Mike Haslam 
 

   The one question I  am always       
   asked is, “ is Dragon Boat Racing   
  going to become an Olympic Sport?”  

Well as you can see from the report above, not before 
2008.  But what about after that, you may well say. 
 
The IOC system of recognition for a sport and its 
international federation and then inclusion in the 
Olympic Games is now quite complicated and takes a 
long time, as you negotiate the steps along the way. First 
step is to gain IOC recognition for your sport, then for 
its international federation and then, finally, apply for 
inclusion in the Olympic Games themselves. 
 
The IDBF first applied for recognition of the sport in 
1995 and no decision has yet been made.  Meanwhile, 
we know that after that, the IDBF has to have at least 75 
member associations, which is our next target. These 
members have to be in at least 3 Continents, which we 
have, and the IDBF has to prove that it regularly holds 
world championships, which we do.   
 
The IDBF also needs to show that it is a strong, well 
organised and capable organisation, with an effective 
headquarter working on behalf of the sport, which I 
hope we are, or at the least we are getting there, given 
that all our Officials are doing their work on a purely 
voluntary basis. 
 
Once all that is achieved we then have to go through the 
process of applying for IOC membership and then 
inclusion in the Games.  This process also takes time 
(see Mr WEI article on page 6) and the decision on new 
sports for an Olympic Games is made 7 years before the 
Games in question.                                          / Apart  from 
 

2002 ASIAN and EUROPEAN NATIONS 
CONTINENTIAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 
Both the ADBF and EDBF held their 2002 Nations 
Championships in July.  In AIOI Japan for the Asians 
from 26/28 July and POZNAN, Poland for the 
Europeans, one week earlier on 20/21 July. 
 
Both Championships attracted entries from 9 countries 
apiece.  Upwards of 30 different crews competed at both 
Championships, that�s around 500 competitors on the 
water at each venue. 
 
In Poznan, Germany took the Nations Cup, from Great 
Britain and Poland, with Russia taking all the Premier 
Open Gold Medals in 00.56.84 (250m), 01.54.72 (500m) 
and 03.49.21 (1000m) and the Czech Republic the 
Silvers.  In the Premier Women’s events, Germany took 
the 250m 01.04.95 and GB the 500m in 02.11.15 a 
situation reversed in the Premier Mixed finals with GB 
taking the 250m Gold in 01.00.70 and Germany the 
500m Gold in 02.02.96.  ADBF details see other report. 
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Olympics/ 
 
Apar t from all of this the IDBF were advised 
by Mr Wei Jizchong from the Chinese Olympic 
Committee and Chair of the IOC Commission 
than deals with new sports (see separate report) 
that to help its application, the IDBF should 
also belong to the General Association of 
International Federations (GAISF) and seek 
inclusion in the World Games Association 
(WGA). 
 
In both these cases the IDBF is already active, 
having applied for GAISF membership in 1999 
and having first spoken to the WGA in 1992.  
At the present time the WGA have invited the 
IDBF to send crews to participate in the 2005 
World Games, to be held in Duisberg, 
Germany, whilst the GAISF are still 
considering our application but have told us 
that the ICF are blocking it by saying that the 
IDBF are interfering in a sport which they (the 
ICF) control !! 
 
Finally, if we overcome all these hurdles, what 
are our chances of actually being included in a 
future Olympic Games.  Well that of course 
depends on the IOC, which, it must be said, is 
predominantly ‘western sports’  orientated and 
controlled and therefore we have to sell our 
sport hard to those who know little or nothing 
about dragon boat racing and its traditions.  
 
Our good points are that we are media friendly 
- the TV people and press photographers love 
us.  We attract sponsors and spectators alike. 
We are a team sport with massive participation 
levels, over 50 million world wide, at the last 
count.  We cater for all age groups and both 
sexes equally and we have a rich history and 
cultural, underpinning our sport.   
 
Our down side, as far as the IOC is concerned, 
is that our Championships have large numbers 
of competitors, around 2000 for a World 
Championships.  This is the main stumbling 
block to our inclusion in an Olympic Games, 
because to cater for that number of extra 
athletes, in food accommodation and medals, 
would give most Olympic Organising 
Committees severe financial indigestion !!   
 
The IOC would undoubtedly therefore restrict 
the number of dragon boat competitors in an 
Olympic Games (as it has already done with 
Rowing and Canoeing) and so one wonders 
what format a future Olympic Dragon Boat 
Regatta might actually take ? 
 
Only time will tell, so let us take that first big 
step and get 75 member associations into the 
IDBF and then see what happens. 
  
              Mike Haslam 
              IDBF Executive President 
 

TELL YOUR CANOE ASSOCIATIONS TO SAY NO ! 
 
Many of you may not be aware of the on going attempt by the 
International Canoe Federation (ICF) to claim that dragon 
boating is a discipline of canoeing and that they are, in fact, its 
international governing body.  This despite the reality that the 
ICF have never organised a dragon boat event or helped develop
the sport nor put money into it, or sent a crew to a dragon boat 
race anywhere in the world !! 
 
However, that is bye the bye.  What the ICF Board is now doing 
is to attempt to persuade the ICF Member Associations at their 
Congress this coming September, that everyone in the sport 
should do dragon boating through the ICF and not work through 
the IDBF for their international racing, as happens now.  The end 
result of this policy will be to split canoeists and dragon boaters 
completely, each going their own way, which is no good to 
anyone, especially the paddlers concerned. 
 
So if you feel strongly that the ICF action is wrong and out of 
order, and you are a canoeist member  of your  National Canoe 
Association, as well as being a dragon boater, then write to the
President of your canoe association and tell him or her, in no 
uncertain terms that, as a canoeist, you are against the ICF action 
and formally ask your President to instruct your Canoe 
Association’ s delegates to the ICF Congress to vote against any 
ICF proposals concerning dragon boating.  I f you value the 
independence of your  dragon boat spor t then tell your  
national canoe association to say NO to the ICF. 

REVISED RACING PADDLE SPEC 202 OUT NOW 
 

‘Make sure that your paddle has the IDBF Paddle Mark’  
 
The IDBF Technical Equipment Secretariat (TES) has recently 
issued to manufacturers the latest Specification for the IDBF 
Racing Dragon Boat Paddle, which is called Spec 202.  The main 
difference between the previous paddle specs (issued by the 
EDBF on behalf of the IDBF) is that the shoulder shape is now 
clearly defined and is more in keeping with the traditional paddle 
shape used in the Pearl River delta area of China and Hong Kong. 
 
From the paddlers point of view the Spec 202 paddle blade is 
marginally smaller than any present IDBF Approved paddles but 
in essence the overall blade area remains the same.  All pre-Spec 
202 approved paddles will retain ‘grandfather’  rights for normal 
use and provided it has an approved paddle mark on it (IDBF, 
EDBF or Manufacturer’s) can continue to be used in IDBF events 
until it wears out.  So there is no immediate need to rush out and 
buy a new Spec 202 Paddle.  
 
Also any Approved paddle purchased during 2002 from an IDBF 
Registered Paddle Manufacturer and showing the Approved 
Paddle Mark, will be permitted in IDBF competitions under 
grandfather rights, however new paddle makers registering their 
paddles with the IDBF TES during 2002 must comply 
immediately with the Spec 202. 
 
From 1 January 2003, all the present manufacturers registered 
with the IDBF and producing grand fathered paddles during 2002 
must also switch to making paddles to Spec 202.  In summary, 
whatever Racing Paddle you buy, make sure that it car r ies the 
IDBF Approved Paddle Mark !! 
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QUINGPU COUNTY, SHANGHAI  WAITS TO GREET THE DRAGON BOAT WORLD 
at the 5th IDBF Wor ld Dragon Boat Championships – 27/31 August 2003 

 
Following a Site Visit to the venue of the 5th IDBF World Championships in Quing Pu County, Shanghai, the IDBF 
Executive Committee are pleased to confirm that Organising Committee are well on target in their preparations for the 
Championships and are eagerly waiting to welcome the Dragon Boat World to their famous City. 
 
The IDBF Team of Mike HASLAM, Manfred RUSS, Adrian LEE, David COGSWELL, Mike CHUNG and Doctor 
Christiana RUSS, were very impressed by all that they saw during their 2 day visit but especially by the tremendous 
amount of work carried out at the competition site, over the past 18 months, which now consists of a multi sports and 
cultural education complex and global village, as well as the actual regatta course.  This too is undergoing renovation and 
upgrading, which will include new control tower facilities, a grand stand, medical centre and administration facilities. 
 
For the Championship purpose built starting pontoons and bays, with video cameras for each start and finish will be 
provided and crews will have the use of a separate warm up course alongside the actual racing course.  The dragon boats 
approved and provided for the Championships will be of traditional Chinese design and made of wood (see illustration 
within this Newsletter).  The boats will be matched by weight in accordance with the IDBF Competition Regulations and 
will not carry a Gong Beater, although the design of the boat allows for such.  Only IDBF approved paddles will be 
permitted at the World Championships – see separate article on Paddle Spec 202 and approved grandfather paddles. 
 
At the moment all Representative Teams will be accommodated in local Hotels with dedicated transport for each team, 
plus a regular shuttle service of additional buses between the Hotels and the Regatta Course.  However, the Global 
Village at the Competition Site itself, can actually accommodate over 4000 young people in a summer camp style of 
environment, complete with a central restaurant, supermarket and post office.   Accommodation is in dormitory type 
bedrooms, in a series of ‘National Houses’  each built to a traditional style – the Bavarian and Georgian Houses, for 
example.  If the National Houses can be converted to accommodate a dragon boat sized competitor in basic comfort, then 
this on site accommodation will be on offer to Teams as well as, or instead of, the Hotel accommodation. 
 
Further details will be made available on a Championship Web Site due to be finalised in September 2002, when the first 
information bulletin on the Championship and its costs, will also be sent to all IDBF Member Associations and to those 
National Canoe Associations in Countries where an IDBF Member Association does not presently exist.  But please 
remember  that the Championship is for  Representative Teams from IDBF Member  Countr ies and Terr itor ies and 
not for  Club Crews, therefore the IDBF and Championship Organising Committee, will only correspond with IDBF 
Members or their Nominated Team Managers or Heads of Delegation, and not with individual dragon boaters or crews. 
 

AGE GROUP RACING – WHAT NEXT? 
 
In the interest of developing Sport Racing the 
IDBF Executive introduced Senior and Junior 
Racing Classes at the 1999 World Championships  
and have maintained them for 2001 and 2003. 
 
The question now is what is the best way to 
encourage and develop these classes in the 
coming years.  For example, should we look at 
zoning the Seniors into over 40, over 50 and even 
over 60 age groups ?  How many seniors in these 
age groups are actually active in the sport ? 
 
Should we look at catering for our young adult 
paddlers who are too old for the Junior Classes 
but have yet to reach the level where they can 
compete effectively in the Premier Classes.  That 
is, is there a need for an Under 21 Racing Class 
or even under 23 or both, as happens in Soccer, at 
international level ? 
 
Well a little food for thought there to start a 
debate, I hope !   If you have any views on the 
above subjects or any other competition related 
thoughts, why not drop me an email and let me 
know at mike.haslam@ntlworld.com.  Always 
pleased to ‘ chew the cud’  on matters affecting our 
sport.   
                                    Mike Haslam 

HKIR – BACK IN THE HARBOUR FOR 2002 
 
For the first time in nearly 10 years the HKIR (Hong Kong 
International Races) were held this year in Victoria Harbour 
and not on the Sha Tin River Regatta Course. 
 
The return of the HKIR to its traditional location, well almost 
this year the races were held on the other side of the harbour, 
almost opposite the old site, was both welcomed by all 
concerned and more costly to the Organising Committee to 
stage.  Mainly due to the barges and cargo lighters that shelter 
the racing course from the harbour shipping traffic.  Early 
reports indicate that good racing and some boat sinkings were 
enjoyed by all and that HKIR will remain there for 203 at least. 
 

PENANG 25TH ANNIVERSARY RACES 2003 
 

The 25th Anniversary Penang International Dragon Boat 
Festival 2003 is scheduled for the 7-8th June 2003 on the brand 
new Teluk Bahang Dam in Penang.   The PIDBF organisers are 
expecting between 25 to 30 international crews to take part in 
this exciting and colourful event, so if you are interested in 
taking part get your bid in early.  You can be sure that as well 
as good racing you will enjoy great hospitality and get to meet 
some great people.  Details of the event and entry particulars 
can be obtained from Chin Yin Fat, Executive Secretary of the 
Penang Dragon Boat Association on chinyinfat@yahoo.com 
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NEW IDBF MEMBERSHIP 
BYE-LAW 

 
The IDBF Executive Committee 
have introduced a new Bye-Law for 
IDBF Members which will require 
them to recognise the IDBF and its 
Continental Federations, the ADBF 
and EDBF, as the sole International 
Federations for dragon boat sport in 
the world.  Members will also be 
asked to adopt such a recognition 
paragraph into their own Statutes. 
 
IDBF Bye-Law 12.1 concerning 
membership, currently defines the 
criteria for and details the 
requirements of IDBF membership 
and lays down the Terms and 
Conditions attached to such 
membership. The new Bye-Law 
12.1.1, states that under these Terms 
and Conditions members are 
required to recognise the authority 
of the IDBF and its Continental 
Federations as the sole International 
Federations (IFs) for dragon boating 
and the sport of dragon boat racing.  
IDBF Members in breach of this 
Bye-Law will face disciplinary 
action under IDBF Bye-Law 8. 
 

NEW IDBF FULL MEMBERS 
 

Australia, Germany, Japan, the 
Philippines and the USA, were 
confirmed as IDBF Full Members 
by the IDBF Executive Committee 
but subject, of course, to their 
respective dragon boat associations 
giving a written acceptance to the 
IDBF Executive, of Bye-Law 12.1.1 
and an acknowledgement of the 
authority of the IDBF as the sole 
World Governing Body for the sport 
 

RECOGNITION FOR THE 
CHINESE TRADITIONAL 
WOODEN DRAGON BOAT 

 
In keeping with the traditions of the 
dragon boating and its history, and 
in particular support of the design of 
Chinese traditional wooden dragon 
boat endorsed by the CDBA and 
adopted by them as the Standard 
Racing boat for China, the IDBF 
Executive are pleased to announce 
their proposal for this traditional 
boat to be recognised, equally with 
the IDBF International Standard 
Racing Dragon Boat, as the 
preferred boats for use in World 
Championships. 
 
In recognition of the role played by 
Hong Kong in developing modern 
Sport Racing, the IDBF Executive 
also recommended that the Standard 
Hong Kong Wooden Boat, as used 
in the HKIR and endorsed by the 
HKDBA, also be approved for 
World Championships’  use.   Both  

boats are subject to approval and 
ratification by the IDBF Council at 
its meeting in Rome in September 
and once passed will necessitate a 
change in the IDBF Competition 
Regulations to show that all three 
designs are equally approved for 
IDBF Championship Regattas and 
to then formally include the boats in 
the IDBF Boat Manufacturers’  and 
Boat Licensing Scheme already 
approved by the Council. 
 
Traditional Asian Long Boats and 
the IDBF. 
 
The IDBF Executive have resolved 
to offer to other Traditional Asian 
Long Boat Federations a partnership  
with the IDBF, as affiliate members. 
 
This is seen as a way of offering a 
hand of friendship and help to other 
members of the family of TALBs, 
whilst at the same time being able to 
represent such interests with the 
IOC and other international sports 
bodies, such as the GAISF. 
 

MORE NEWS AND UPDATES FROM THE IDBF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MORE ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT FOR THE IDBF 
 
Mr WANG Xiaolin, President of the Chinese Dragon Boat Association, 
announced to the recent meeting of the IDBF Executive, that the CDBA, as 
part of its continuing support of the IDBF, was pleased to nominate one of its 
staff members to act as an Administrative Secretary, in support of IDBF 
Secretary-General, Mason HUNG. 
 
This generous offer was most welcomed by the Executive Committee and will 
serve to improve and enhance communications and information between the 
IDBF and its membership.  The Administrative Secretary will be based in 
Beijing, working from the offices of the CDBA, which will effectively provide 
the IDBF Secretariat in the future, a role previously carried out through the 
good offices of the former Hong Kong Tourist Association.  The Secretariat 
will remain under the control of Mason Hung in Hong Kong where the IDBF 
Headquarters will also remain, for the foreseeable future. 
 

AWESOME  !!  THE CHINESE NATIONALS 
 

Members of the IDBF Executive Committee were honoured and privileged to be invited to the Opening Ceremony and 
first days racing, of the 2002 Chinese National Dragon Boat Championships held in the ancient city of Jinzhou.  It was 
here that Qu Yuan spent much of his time during his enforced exile a fact acknowledged by the huge statue of him sited 
on the edge of the racing course where the number of spectators was restricted to 250,000 and this was at 0800 in the 
morning.  The importance of the Championships can be gauged by the fact that the Vice President of China was the guest 
of honour and the opening, which was covered by national TV, included a breathtaking display of singing, dancing and 
acrobatics and the appearance of the world’ s largest dragon boat at around 100m long and crewed by 160 paddlers !! 
 
It was truly an awesome occasion and a really humbling experience to be part of such a wonderful demonstration of the 
power and meaning of dragon boating in its home region of China.  Words cannot describe the feelings that the IDBF 
delegation felt as they watched the scenes of history, culture and dragon boat racing that unfolded before them.  You 
really had to be there to appreciate it.  Thank you to the CDBA for the opportunity to share such a memorable day. 
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WORDS OF SUPPORT and ADVICE  
from Mr  HE Zhenliang  

IOC Member for  China and Honorary President of the Chinese Olympic Committee 
 
During its meeting in Yichang China, held in support of the 3 Gorges Rally, the IDBF 
Executive Committee was pleased and honoured to meet with Mr HE Zhenliang, patron of 
the rally, and to talk with him about the spread of traditional festival racing around the 
world and modern sport racing as developed by the IDBF Membership.  
 
Mr HE advised the Executive that it would be natural for a traditional sport such as dragon 
boating, to gradually develop into an internationally based competitive sport.  He said that 
Dragon Boat Racing originated as a traditional activity in China, then as a festival sport 
and had now been developed into a worldwide competitive sport.  This kind of 
development was in line with the current IOC strategic objective of linking modern sports 
with their traditional cultural roots.  Mr HE observed that the IOC welcomed more 
traditional sports to be included in the Olympic Games, quoting Judo and other Martial 
Arts as major oriental sports already introduced or about to be.  He felt that Dragon Boat 
Racing too, as a sport, could follow the same path but stressed that it was important to 
first develop the sport in more countries and regions and establish a strong international 
federation with a sound organisational structure. 
 
As far as the present dispute with the ICF was concerned, Mr HE felt strongly that it was 
self evident that dragon boating was not canoeing and that for the ICF to set up a Dragon 
Boat Committee was totally unacceptable and that even if dragon boating was claimed as 
a new discipline of ICF canoeing, that it would not be automatic for the IOC to include 
dragon boat racing in future Olympic Games. 
 
Mr HE concluded that the IDBF is the world governing body for Dragon Boat Racing and 
in sport protocol the International Federation that makes the rules controls the sport.  This 
was clearly the IDBF who should be very proactive in making this known with other sport 
federations internationally and especially with the IOC and the GAISF. 

Mr HE Zhenliang, pictured at 
the 3 Gorges Rally, Yichang. 

AND MORE ADVICE FROM 
Mr WEI Jizchong 

Member  of the Chinese and International Olympic Committees. 
 

Whilst in Yichang the IDBF Executive Committee were also pleased to meet with Mr 
WEI and gain his views on how best to seek IOC recognition for dragon boating.  Mr WEI 
advised that in his experience it was not unknown for a particular sport, as it developed, to 
form two or more governing bodies, for example Boxing and Taekwondo but the IOC 
advocates strongly that there should only be one for each sport in order to avoid conflict 
and confusion with other international organisations.  Once a sport becomes a candidate 
for a major games, then the IOC will only recognise one federation for that particular 
sport. 
 
In the case of dragon boating Mr WEI felt that the IDBF is the only world governing body 
for the sport and that an international federation of any other paddle sport should have no 
right to takeover or replace the IDBF as it was the original, and remains the only, world 
governing body actively engaged in developing the sport internationally. 
 
Mr WEI advised the IDBF Executive Committee, that the IOC advocates that national 
governing bodies of sport should affiliate freely to their respective international 
federations and that the different international federations should recognize each others 
independence and work together on a basis of mutual recognition and equality.  
 
In conclusion Mr WEI felt that the IDBF should definitely continue with its application 
for membership of GAISF, as this gives parity with other world bodies, and that the IDBF 
should also pursue membership of the World Games Association (the association for non-
Olympic sports) plus participation in the World Games (see article on Getting into the 
Olympics).  At the same time the IDBF should still be seeking IOC recognition for the 
sport and the IDBF as its governing body.  Following recognition an application for IOC 
Associate Membership for the IDBF could be made and then finally, with the IOC’s 
Olympic Sport status given, the IDBF could apply for Dragon Boat Racing to become a 
candidate sport for inclusion in the programme of the Olympic Games.  

   DIARY DATES   
 
14/15 Sep 02 – Indonesia 
Tanjungpinang Regatta. 
 
16/17 Nov 02 – Cape 
Town  International 
 
16 Nov 02 – London, 
EDBF Annual Congress 
 
3/5 Jan 03 – Jilin City 
Winter Races, China.    
 
31 May/1 June 03 – 
Singapore IDBR 
 
7-8 June 03 – Penang 
25th Anniversary DBF 
 
14/15 June 03 – Hong 
Kong Festival Int Races 
 
21/22 June (provisional) 
Denmark, EDBF ECCC 
 
27/31 Aug 03 - Shanghai 
5th World Championship 
 
Commission Meeting. 
 
The Media & Marketing 
Commission will be 
meeting in Rome at the 
CCWC, date & time to 
be confirmed. Info from 
Kent Hayden-Sadler at 
khs@haydensadler.co.uk 

New Contacts:  
 
ADBF Secretary-
General, ZHU Guoping, 
at adbf@sport,gov.cn 
 
Swiss DBF. President 
Peter GASSER, email 
p.b.gasser@bluewin.ch 
 
Dragon Boat Wor ld – 
Magazine, publisher 
Konrad Doerrbecker at 
konair@rocketmail.com 
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The 1st Jilin International Winter Dragon Boat Regatta, Jilin City of China, January 3-5, 2003 . 
 
The races are for mixed crews over 500m in straight lanes and 10,000m round race, relay and an exhibition 500m relay 
race.  Racing will take place on the Songhua River, between the Jilin and Lin Jianmen bridges, in the urban area of Jilin 
City.  Standard type wooden boats will be used for a crew of 22/23, each crew is to have at least 10 female paddlers.   The 
Organizing Committee will offer hosting of hotels, food, uniforms for contest and vehicles for a 5 day period, for a 
maximum of 28 people comprising of 26 competitors and 2 Crew Officials.   
 
The cost of travel to Jilin and any insurance costs are to be covered by attending crews.  During the event the Organisers 
will also arrange for crews to visit Beidahu Skiing Resort for the 8th and 9th National Winter Games, with opportunities 
to go skiing, watch the winter games, have a wonderful time and enjoy a grand f ire works display.  Sounds great, so start 
to book your flights now and see the New Year in Jilin City style.  The Jilin International Winter Dragon Boat Regatta 
has been sanctioned as the first IDBF Winter International Races by the IDBF Executive Committee and the Organising 
Committee is hoping to gain recognition as a new event in the Guinness Book of World Records.  Further details 
available by email from sports@jicsports.org.                                                                                                                         
   

GREAT DAYS IN AIOI CITY  
Repor t on the 5th Asian Champs, 
26-28 July 2002 in Aioi, Japan. 
 
20,000 spectators daily watched the 
20 crews representing seven ADBF 
Members, battle it out for the 
honours in the 5th Asian Dragon 
Boat Championships in Aioi, Japan. 
 
Racing over 250m, 500m and 750m, 
in the Open, Women’s and Mixed 
Racing Classes, there was plenty of 
good racing to keep nearly 400 
competitors and the crowd happy.  
The Chinese paddlers showed their 
power in all by winning Gold 
Medals in all the classes, with Japan 
taking 4 medals in the Women’s and 
Mixed races. Representative Crews 
from China, Chinese Taipei, Hong 
Kong SAR, Macau SAR, Malaysia, 
Japan and the Philippines took part. 
 
Sponsored by the City and 
organised by the JDBA, under the 
direction of Mr YUKI Hajime, 
AIOI  2002 was a great success and 
a grand advertisement for our sport. 
 
** **** ** **** ** **** ** **** ** **  
The 6th Asian Championship is
scheduled to be held in Wuxi City, 
China in July 2004, on a lake side 
course.  Look forward to it. 

  NEWS FROM THE ADBF  
 
The 2002 ADBF Congress was held 
during the 5th Asian Championships, 
with delegates from 10 Members 
attending, including new member 
Australia.  In addition to those 
Members participating in the 
Championship Races, Myanmar and 
Korea were also at the Congress. 
 
The Congress agreed that Oceania 
regions could join the ADBF and 
accepted the IDBF as the sole world 
governing body for dragon boating. 
Congress also agreed that for ADBF 
events in addition to the sitting 
paddling style, that both kneeling 
and standing could be permitted in 
good water conditions. 
   
Standing down from office at the 
Congress, were President Lui JI, 
Vice Presidents’  LIM Chien Aun 
and YUKI Hajime.   
 
In their places Mr ZHANG Faqiang 
(China) was elected as the ADBF 
President, with Vice-Presidents Mr 
TEN Yen Yew (Malaysia) and Mr 
Aki CHEN (Chinese Taipei). Mr 
ZHU Guoping (China) was elected 
as the ADBF Secretary General, 
following the retirement of Mr 
SONG Zhaorong.                                            

  NEWS FROM THE EDBF 
 
The EDBF Council met during the 
2002 European Championships in 
Poznan and accepted the nomination 
of Stockton on Tees, England as the 
venue for the next EDBF European  
Nations’   Championships in 2004. 
 
At the same time the Council was 
pleased to accept a provisional bid 
for the 2003 European Club Crew 
Championships from Denmark with 
the object of holding this event in 
June 2003, as build up races for 
athletes going to the 2003 IDBF 
World Championships in Shanghai. 
 
The Council were extremely 
concerned about the situation that 
has developed between the IDBF 
and ICF, which it saw as a problem 
created by European based Canoe 
and Dragon Boat Associations.  As 
such the EDBF Council felt that it 
had a duty to try and help to resolve 
the problems created by Europeans.  
 
The Council therefore referred to 
the EDBF Board the task of drafting 
membership Bye Laws to support 
the IDBF and to look at ways of 
strengthening and developing the 
sport of dragon boating in Europe. 
                                                      

YICHANG, 3 GORGES RALLY  -  42km RACE DOWN THE YANGSTE RIVER. 
 
At least 80,000 spectators watched crews from 4 Continents, Asia, Europe, North America and Australasia, race over 
500m, in Yichang City at the start of the 3 Gorges Rally on 1 May 02 and many millions joined them through the TV 
coverage broadcast nationally, live on China Television.    The next day, following a visit to the massive dam that is 
being constructed to hold back the mighty Yangtze River, the crews raced a full 42 kilometres down the Yangtze, in the 
third race in a series which began in 1992 and has since proved to be a great hit with dragon boaters from around the 
world.  Crews set off at timed intervals and the fastest crew overall wins, so no one can be sure, until after the last crew 
has finished, who the winners are.  Having raced in the first Rally, when the distance was nearer 80 Ks, I can assure you 
that it is an experience not to be missed.  2003 will be the last chance to try it, so don’ t miss it!                                           MJH 
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OUTLINE DRAWING OF THE 

IDBF RACING PADDLE – SPEC 202 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                            Dragon’s at the Finish.   A close run thing during the Yichang 500m races the day before the 3 Gorges Rally 2002. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

INTERNATIONAL DRAGON BOAT 
DRAGON BOAT FACTS AROUND THE WORLD 

from IDBF Member  Associations 
 

Canada:   Approximately 50,000 participants annually in Festival Races 
across the country.  Secretariat – email Adrian.Lee@dragonboat.com 
 
China:   The birth place of traditional racing and homeland of the sport with 
Around 50 million participants claimed by the CDBA – email lzls@263.net 
 
Czech Republic:  Newly formed Federation with nearly 300 participants in 15 
clubs.  Secretary Jan Staroba – email jan.staroba@st.com. 
 
Germany:  Approximately 32,000 participants annually, including over 80 
sports crews. Secretariat – email secretariat@drachenboot.de, also website. 
 
Great Br itain:  Approximately 30,000 participants annually including a 
National League.  Secretary Dave Cogswell – email DACogswell@aol.com 
 
Hong Kong:  Nearly 5000 participants in 180 crews plus 250,000 participants 
annually at the Festival Races.  Secretariat – email MaH@hktourismboard.com 
 
I taly:   2000 active participants in Sport Racing from 30 crews and clubs. 
Secretariat – Caludio Schermi – email  clasche@tin.it 
 
Korea:  Federation founded in 2000, now has 1500 competitors in its 
membership.  Secretariat – email kdba@kdba.or.kr 
 
Por tugal:  Founded 1998 at Expo Lisboa.  Has around 500 participants in 20 
crews.  Secretariat – email turmacau@esoterica 
 
Singapore:   Founded 1987, has 52 sports crews and approx 3500 participants 
annually. Secretary LIM Wee Kok email – sdba@starhub.net.sg 
 
Switzer land:   Approximately 2500 participants annually with 200 sports 
paddlers.  Secretariat – email info@swissdragon.ch 
 
USA:   Approximately 25,000 participants annually and growing fast. Contact 
the Secretariat – email adbaguy@aol.com 


