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Editorial - by Mike Haslam.

WELCOME to the Summer DBI, but what a year 2003
has turned out to be — so far ! The big story was of
course, the SARS virus spreading so quickly around the
world, courtesy of the world's airlines, and the very
negative effect it had on the Dragon Boat World (not the
magazine) but the cancelled events in Penang, Singapore
and Hong Kong and with reluctance, the postponement by
the IDBF Council of the 5" World Championships in
Qingpu, Shanghai until the late summer of 2004.

But the year’ s good news is the signing, with the ICF, of a
Joint Agreement (JA) of understanding and co-operation,
which can only be of benefit to both the ICF and IDBF
Members and our respective paddle sports.

To mark the JA, and the first time that |CF Members will
be formally invited to compete in an IDBF World
Championships, the IDBF Council have approved the
holding of a special World Championship Regatta, to be
caled the IDBF World Nations Championship to be
staged in Poznan, Poland, from 27-31 August 2003.

This extra World Championship will take place on the
original  Shanghai dates and will give al those
competitors who have been training so hard for Shanghai
(especially the Juniors) a World Championships to go to
after all !

The knock on effect of all this SARS businessis that 2004
will be a very busy Dragon Boat year with the 4th Club
Crew World Championships (CCWC) taking place in
Cape Town on 16/18 April 04, followed by the ADBF
Champs in July, the EDBF Champs in early August and
finally the postponed Shanghai World Champs in late
summer (date to be confirmed).

More of these topics and much, much more can be found
within the pages of this Summer Edition of DBI, which
has been delayed somewhat, by much burning of the mid-
night oil, long telephone calls, many emails and a few
meetings, in my pursuit of being ‘All things to All
Dragon Boaters, over the past SARS filled months of
problem solving. Enjoy your read and see you on the
water — frequently during the next 12 monthsor so'!

Entries for Poznan to date, from:- Australia, Canada, Czech Republic, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Macau, Netherlands,
Poland, Russia, South Africa, Switzerland, USA. Thinking about it, Japan, Hong Kong, Denmark, Sweden, Hungary, KKF.

MISTRZOSTWA WORLD KODZ|I SMOCZYCH
2003
WORLD NATIONS DRAGON BOAT CHAMPIONSHIPS
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THE SARSISSUE —HOW THE SITUATION WAS DISCUSSED AND RESOLVED

What do you do when something like the SARS virus
suddenly becomes centre stage in the attention of the
World's Media circus and (in some cases) unreasoned
thinking by businesses, sporting bodies and the Media itself,
spreads to the population at large resulting in people being
forced into voluntary quarantine or the threat of such,
should they venture forth into a SARS area. Y ou consult
with your peer group to assess the situation for yourselves
and then take measured and responsible action, should you
feel it necessary.

And that is exactly what the IDBF Executive & Council did
concerning the 5" WDBRC scheduled for late August 03 in
Shanghai, an area not particularly prone to SARS but in a
country China, which was.

Inevitably, in an International Federation such as the IDBF,
discussing and making such decisions takes a little time and
in a sport such as ours, where there is equal representation
between the East and West, understanding the mind set of
both and reaching balanced and well reasoned conclusions
takes alittle longer !

So how did the process work ?  First there were the emails
of concern from IDBF Members and individuals near to or
in the Countries affected by SARS - Canada was
particularly quick off the mark, in early March 03.  Next
came more emails and phone calls between the IDBF
Secretariat (IDBF Executive President, Secretary-General,
Treasurer) followed by many more between the Members of
the IDBF Executive and Council, particularly with the
Members of the IDBF Medical Commission and the
Chinese Dragon Boat Association (CDBA).

Following this initial consultation, IDBF SARS Advisory
Bulletin No.1 was issued in April 03, to al IDBF Members
and the second stage of consultation with the Members and
those Teams who had provisionally entered for Shanghai,
started. In the meantime the IDBF Medcom were in contact
with the World Health Organisation (WHO) and both they
and the IDBF Secretariat monitored, almost daily, the WHO
web site and other medical authority web sites, for the latest
SARS information. Bulletins were also received regularly
from government agencies in SARS areas, particularly the
Hong Kong agencies and the British Consulate in Shanghai.
During this time too an IDBF Delegation when to Shanghai
to discuss the situation ‘on the ground’ with the authorities
there and the CDBA.

After nearly a month of monitoring and receiving advice
and opinions (during which time a number of high profile
sports events were cancelled as a result of SARS, including
most of the big traditional Dragon Boat Festivals in South
East Asia) the IDBF issued its SARS Bulletin No.2, in May
03, in which various options were put before the IDBF
Council; the IDBF Members and the Shanghai Teams for
them to consider and to give their own views.

Finadly, after many more emails, telephone calls, mini
meetings and consultations the IDBF Med Com and IDBF
Council, following intense and daily consultation with the
CDBA, made the reluctant decision to postpone the 5"
WDBRC until late summer 2004. However, in response to the
wishes of the mgjority of the IDBF Members, the Council aso
took the decision to still hold a World Championship in 2003
and, again as voted for by the Members, this was offered to
Europe. Here, four venues were interested in hosting the
event and Poznan, who had successfully staged the 2002
European Nations Championship and had the same course
available on the original Shanghai dates, won the honour to
stage the 2003 IDBF World Championships.

As a result IDBF SARS Bulletin No.3 informing the IDBF
Members of these decisions was issued on 13 June 03 and the
invitation to the Poznan Championships sent out on the 16
June 03. Job done! IDBF — Democracy in Action, Not Panic.

POZNAN WAITSTO WELCOME THE WORLD

Following the staging of last years EDBF Champs in
Poznan, the City Council and the Polish DBF, now look
forward to hosting the IDBF 2003 World Nations
Championships on the Malta Lake Regatta Course, situated
near to the City Centre and set amidst a park land which
includes a dry ski slope and a camping area (tents supplied)
for the more hardy water sports enthusiasts!

With the 5" WDBRC postponed until 2004, and with
invitations for 2003 also going out to ICF Members, a new
titte was needed for the 2003 Championships. World
‘Nations was deemed to be good as it signifies the
difference — for ICF Members, the Media and the public at
large — between Club Crews competing in their own names
at an IDBF Club Crew World Championships (CCWC) and
Dragon Boat Teams, composed of a number of different
crews, competing in an IDBF World Dragon Boat Racing
Championships (WDBRC) where they Represent their
country, territory or IDBF/ICF Member and not their Club.

Back to Poznan, official invitations and Information
Bulletins 1 and 2 have been sent out to al IDBF and ICF
Members by email or fax, with a final closing date for
Named Entries of the 18" July 2003. So if your IDBF
Member has not yet entered a Team, find out why and make
sure an Entry Form goesin. You can't win a meda if you
are not there from 27-31 August 2003.

Supporters are also most welcome and you can fly in to
Poznan Airport or via Warsaw. Accommodation costs vary
from Euro 11 (camping) to Euro 50 (best Hotel) per person,
per day for Bed and Breakfast. Lunches (Euro 8) and Dinner
(EurolQ) per day, can be taken at the Regatta Course and in
addition for al Competitors and Official Supporters there is
a per person Admin Fee of Euros 50 for Accreditation, local
transport etc and the Party; cost Euro 28. Not a bad package.

Further info on the Championships and the Regatta site —
visit htto://www.draaonboat.ol or www.|DBF.ora
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HISTORIC DAY FOR OUR SPORT —IDBF &
ICF PADDLE THE SAME DRAGON BOAT

The IDBF and ICF (International Canoe Federation)
signed a joint agreement of understanding and co-
operation, at the ICF Headquarters in Madrid, on 31
May 03, following a meeting of representatives from the
both federationsin Amsterdam on 22 Feb 03.

The Agreement published in full in this Edition of DBI
marks a high point in relationships between the two
Paddle Sport International Federations following some 4
years of differing opinions and sometimes acrimony,
concerning the sport of Dragon Boat Racing.

In brief, the WA covers the history of the development
of dragon boat racing, clarifies how ICF member crews
can gain access to IDBF events, sets out the steps
needed to address membership in various international
sports bodies (I0C, GAISF and IWGA) and establishes
a working committee from the membership of both
organizations which will look jointly at these issues and
cooperate in the organization of the dragon boat event at
the 2005 World Games.

The JWA aso allows for al National Federations
affiliated to ICF to be invited to take part in the IDBF
World Championships from 2003 onwards and that
IDBF Members should have an open Selection policy to
accommodate this in countries where both an ICF and
IDBF Member co-exist. (Associate Membership of the
IDBF has always been open to ICF members and non-
autonomous dragon boat associations, in countries
where an IDBF autonomous dragon boat association
does not exist).

The Open Selection Palicy may cause some changes to
national team selection procedures, as now ICF-
affiliated paddlers will aso be allowed to try out for a
spot on the national dragon boat team. There is too little
space here to go into this issue in detail, but the IWA
and |DBF statutes provide more information.

The JWA is recommended to the IDBF and ICF
Continental Federations and their National Federation
Members to use as the basis for similar Joint
Agreements between Dragon Boating and Canoeing at
Continental and National level.

In signing the agreement Mike Haslam, IDBF Executive
President and Jose Perurena Lopez, the ICF Secretary
General both expressed the wish to put the past behind
them and look forward to a long term co-operation
between the paddle sports of canoeing and dragon
boating, which would be for the benefit not only of their
Member organisations but for paddle sport enthusiasts
world wide

Summary and Agreement of bi-lateral discussions
between representatives of the ICF and IDBF

Acceptance of status: The ICF confirmed that the passing of
the motion by the 2002 ICF Congress that Dragon Boating
should be established as discipline within the ICF was
expresdy taken for the purpose of providing Dragon Boat
Racing for the ICF affiliated National Federations only.

The IDBF acknowledged the ICF as the established
International Federation for Canoeing Federations. The ICF
acknowledged the standing of the IDBF as the established
independent International Federation for dragon boat sport.

Agreement: The ICF has taken note of the document
presented by the IDBF, concerning the development of dragon
boating in the modern era since 1976 and the inter-relation ship
between the sport and the | CF as evaluated by IDBF.

For comparison, co-operation and information purposes, both
sides agreed to a mutual exchange of information, concerning
membership lists; statistics on dragon boat participation within
each Federation; Technical and Constitutional documents, etc.

Both sides agreed to accept that the International Federations
would leave solutions of national level problems to the
respective National Federations, not interfere with national
level decisions and to respect the autonomy of their Members.

The IDBF declared that the “ Associate Membership” clause of
the IDBF Bye-Laws was not used to influence national
decisions and that the IDBF Competition Regulations do not
specifically exclude associate members from participation in
IDBF World Championship Regattas.

Both sides agreed that it does not make sense to have twao
different World Championships for Dragon Boat Racing. The
ICF side proposed and it was agreed that currently the best and
most effective way for the ICF to carry out its role and deliver
“Dragon Boat Racing Services’ would be for their membersto
be able to take part in IDBF World Championship Regattas and
international events.

The IDBF side agreed that all ICF Members will be invited to
take part in the IDBF World Championships from 2003 and
that Associate Membership within IDBF was open to ICF
members and non-autonomous dragon boat associations,
subject to the conditions of the current IDBF Bye-Laws.

Only one “Representative Team” per Nation can be entered in
an IDBF World Dragon Boat Racing Championship
(WDBRC). Where there are both an IDBF Dragon Boat
Association and a National Canoeing Federation affiliated to
ICF in the same Nation an Open selection process must take
place to determine the participating National Team for that
Nation. Open Selection means that no applicant may be
excluded from the selection process. It was agreed that for the
2003 WDBRC the present IDBF competition rules had to apply
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Joint Agreement — continued. CAPE TOWN - LOOKING GOOD FOR 2004

It was agreed that a set period of co-operation between the Championship Director, Nicola OSSE, is looking forward to
two Federations was needed to discuss in detail the process welcoming Club Crews to Cape Town in April 2004 for the 4th

by which both organizations might be able to pursue projects IDBF Club Crews World Championships.

of mutual interest for their respective sports, without

adversely affecting each others aims and objectives. Provisional bookings have already been received from crewsin
China, Australia, Hong Kong, Great Britain, Germany, USA,

It was agreed that the best way of taking this process forward Italy, New Zealand and Canada, with enquiries from Russia,

was to have a formal link between the ICF and IDBF, and the Czech Republic and the Netherlands — so a great event is

that such a link should take the form of a Joint Working already assured. But, says Nicola, it is crews from the ‘little

Committee (JWC). countries that she wants to see in Cape Town — little in

_ Dragon Boat terms that is, so Norway, Korea, Denmark,
It was agreed that the JWC be formed for a defined amount Sweden, Switzerland, the Philippines, Macau and others, go to
of time, to look at _T_echn|cal matters (for example Racing Cape Town, have an experience of a life time and make
Rules and Competition Regulations) and Structural and Nicola s day. Dates April 16 — 18 2004. Full details and costs
Administrative matters (for example Statutes & Bye-Laws).

CCWC2004@dragonboat.org.za Fax: + 27 21 790 4997

The JWC consisting of 6 people, three from each Federation,

should be set up with atarget date of the end of 2004 for the

completion of their work. CHAMPIONSHIP DATES FOR 2004/ 2005

During this period a task of the JWC would be to jointly

2004
make the arrangements for the Dragon Boat Races at the ; th .
IWGA 2005 World Games in Duisburg. The ICF will | | APril 16/18 47 CCWC Cape Town, South Africa

appoint the Technical Delegate, in accordance with IWGA

regulations for the World Games, July ADBF Champs, Wuxi City, China
With regard to IDBF membership and the formal recognition Aug EDBF Champs, Stockton, UK

and representation of Dragon Boat Racing within /Oct 5" WDBRC. Shanghai. China
International Sports Organisations (1SO) it was accepted that Sep (Dates to t;e notifi%d) '

no agreement could be reached on such matters without a 2005

policy change by both the ICF and IDBF Congresses. aly World Games Reggatta, Duisburg

However it was proposed that the following status quo

should be effected for the short term:- Germany. (Dates to be notified)

6™ WDBRC, Berlin, Germany

IOC: The IDBF and ICF will jointly explore the question of (Dates to be noified)

the formal recognition by the IOC, of Dragon Boat Racing as

asport and the IDBF as an International Federation.

GAISF: During the period of the JWC, the 1999 IDBF GOING TO SHANGHAI —2003 IDBF CONGRESS
Application for GAISF Membership would not be actively

pursued by the IDBF and the ICF would not oppose the It has _been proposed to the IDBF Member s and Council
application or claim to represent dragon boating, within the that this year’s Congress and Council Meetings should be
GAISF. held in Shanghai during the period 29 Oct — 1 Nov 2003.

IWGA: As a partner in delivering Dragon Boat Racing for The CDBA and the Shanghai 5" WDBRC Organising
the 2005 IWGA World Games in Duisburg the IDBF agreed | | Committee have kindly offered to host the delegates
to the ICF representing the IDBF dragon boat interests | | during their stay, which apart from the important
within the IWGA up to the end of the 2005 World Games. business of the Congress and Council, like the elections
It was agreed that in the spirit of co-operation established of IDBF Officers and Council Members, will aso give

between the ICF and the IDBF, that the JWC would work people the opportunity to see for themselves the facilities

towards establishing the conditions for a permanent in Qingpu and the arrangements being made for the
collaboration between the two Federations and the JWC postponed 5" WDBRC in 2004. Reminder for Members—
recommends to the respective ICF and IDBF Continental Motions for the Congress must be received by the Sec-General,
organisations that they adopt this Joint Agreement. Mason HUNG by 1% September 2003, at the latest.
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IDBF SPEC 202 - REGISTER of PADDLES
Make Surethat the onethat you buy - ison it !

The current Summer 2003 issue of Dragon Boat World
magazine has a very good article on some of the dragon
boat paddies available on the market and their good and
bad points. Whilst the article does not specifically say that
it is about testing IDBF Spec 202 Paddles - now being
made by eight manufacturers around the world — it does
give that general impression, as four of these products are
assessed - and a very good job DBW does too. However,
the fifth paddie in the pack, made by Cowan in Canada i<
not an IDBF Spec 202 Paddle and indeed Cowan are not
an IDBF Registered Paddle Maker, which is not to say that
they don’'t make a good paddie !

The “buyer beware” is an oft quoted phrase in the world
of consumer law, so Dear Paddler to help you to make sure
that if you buy an IDBF Spec 202 ‘ Sport Racing Paddle’
that you get it from the right source, DBI is happy to
publish the list of current IDBF Paddle Makers. The most
up to date paddle is the 202a, which all those listed below
are now making). All Spec 202a Paddles carry an IDBF
Licence Number and or logo and are thus “IDBF
Licensed”. The manufacturers’ are:-

Apex - www.dragon-boat.com Canada
Burnwater - www.burnwater.com USA

Grey Owl - www.greyowlpaddlies.com Canada
Ocky Oars - edmcilwain@bigpond.com Australia
Typhoon 8 - lister@typhoon8.com Hong Kong

Trivium S12 - www.triviumpaddles.com  Germany
ZRE - WWWw.zre.com USA

Finally, on the Spec Paddle front, the Paddle Register also
includes all those paddies made to previous IDBF/EDBF
Specs (including the first batch of 202 Models), which
have been given ‘grandfather rights for use in
IDBF/EDBF Championships until at least 2005.

These paddlies are IDBF Approved as “Festival Racing
Paddles’ for use in non-Championship Racing. The paddle
makers with grandfather rights are asfollows:-

Ainsworth - UK. Carbon composite.
J& R Frood Enginnering - UK. Wood laminate.
Andrew Stanley - UK. Wood laminate.
Gull - New ZInd Wood laminate.
GM Sports - Germany Carbon composite.
Hertinge Traprodukter - Sweden  Wood laminate.
Lahnakoski -Finland  Wood. Laminate.
PKC Alkmaar - Netherlands Wood laminate.

Ro-tex - Germany  Carbon, epoxy.
Dutch Composites - Netherlands Carbon, epoxy.
Koner Mall - Germany  Wood laminate.
Peter Patassi Turbo 202 - Canada Carbon.

INTERNATIONAL STANDARD BOAT SPEC
Current Manufacturers' List —look for theright boat !

Now that the Paddle Spec has been finalised and updated
the IDBF TES has moved on to its next project and that is to
further update the specification for the IDBF International
Standard Racing Dragon Boat — | SRDB, for short !

This design of boat has in fact been around for a long time.
Based on the 22 paddler Hong Kong wooden boat designed
for the HKIR in the late 1970s, the first GRP boat was in fact
developed and produced by the British DBA in 1986 and a
Technical Spec produced in collaboration with the EDBF in
the early 1990s. In 1994 the IDBF Congress agreed to base
the ISRDB on the previous EDBF Tech Spec and in 2000 the
IDBF TES took over the administration of the Spec and the
licensing of manufacturers’ from the EDBF.

In 2002 the IDBF TES re-issued an updated version of the
EDBF Spec and introduced the ISRDB ‘Technical Manual
202’ al 105 pages of it. The Tech Manual introduced some
IDBF Approved Variations for the ISRDB, such as the 10
paddling seat variant and some new safety features to the
interior. At the same time a Specification for the Chinese
Traditional Wooden Dragon Boat (CTWDB) was added to
the Tech Manual and the outline drawing for the Hong Kong
Wooden Dragon Boat (HKWDB) also included.

Over the years a number of manufacturers for the ISRDB
have been licensed (first by the EDBF now the IDBF) and as
the boat gains in popularity and IDBF Members themselves
adopt it for developing the sport at National level, the
number of ISRDB manufacturers will naturally increase.

But of course not all Dragon Boats on the world market are
made to IDBF Specifications. But the ISRDB, the CTWDB
and HKWDB are the preferred boats for use in IDBF events
and the ISRDB is used by IDBF Members. So therefore, if
you want to buy a Racing Dragon Boat, it makes sense to get
one that you can use in competitions anywhere in the world.

The current list of licensed ISRDB buildersis as follows:-

BuK, Germany - www.dragon.de Germany
Diamond Outdoors - www.dragonboatbuilder.com UK

Donoratico Tre - www.dragonboatdonoratico.it  Italy
Gemini Dragon Boat - see www.Google.com Poland
Pel Kayaks - www.dragonboat.nl Netherlands

Additional builders manufacturing to the older EDBF Boat
Spec are located in South Africa and in the Macau, China.

For further info on IDBF Paddle and Boat Specifications
and their associated Manufacturers Schemes, contact Alan
van CAUBERGH (Tech Equipment Secretariat — TES) at

A.J.vanCaubergh@chello.nl
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INTERNATIONAL DRAGON BOAT NEWS

DRAGON WEB SITESABOUND !

A casual look on the World Wide Web
these days will revea just how much
our fantastic sport has developed over
the past few years. When first | surfed
the web the number of ‘dragon boat’
entries were less than a hundred. Now
the BBC search engine, for example,
shows thousands of entries under
dragon boat, five of which, from
around the world are listed here for
you to have alook at:-

UK - www.henleydragons.com
Can - www.sudburydragonboats.org

Aus - www.sport.net.au
Usa - www.dragonboatevents.com

Sng - www.sdba.org.sg

FROM THE MEMBERS AND UPDATES

IDBF REVISED DRUGSLIST

The IDBF has revised its list of
Banned Substances in line with that
issued by the IOC. The list became
effective on 1 Jan 2003 and copies
have been sent to IDBF Members in
time for the Poznan World Champs.

BUSINESS FOR CONGRESS

This years IDBF Congress will have
plenty to do and talk about when it meets
in late October. The Executive President,
Treasurer and Secretary-General are all up
for election, as are the Chair Holders of
the IDBF Commissions.

The major item before the Congress is the
acceptance of the Joint Agreement made
with the ICF and to agree changes to the
Statutes that will allow changes to the
IDBF Competition Regulations & Rules
of Racing to come into effect in January
of a Summer Olympics and not the year
afterwards.

The revised Comp Regs, Bye-Laws and
the AusDBF views on the Mixed Racing
class will aso be debated, along with the
best name for future World Champs, 10C
recognition and the future development of
the sport. Make sure that your have a
Delegate at Congress to put forward the
views of your paddlers. It isyour sport !

10" EUROPEAN CLUB CREW
CHAMPIONSHIP, ITALY.

The 2003 EDBF Club Crew Champs
where held high in the Dolomite
Mountains from the 2022 June 2003.

The Opening Ceremony took place on
the Friday Evening, proceeded by a
parade of nearly 900 competitors
through the alpine town of Auronzo.
Racing on 21/22 June, was for
Premier, Senior and Junior Crews over
250m, 500m and 2000m.

The Czech Bohemian Dragons and
Russian Shtoorm Crews took the
honours in the Premier 250m and
500m respectively, with Beider Basle
and German crews dominating the
Mixed, Women'’s, Seniors and Juniors.

Full Results visit www.dragonboat.it

LINK YOUR WEBSITE TO THE IDBF
contact Charles Lee at
charles-lee@ntlworld.com

4th IDBF World Championships - Race 139 Premier Open - 500 m Repl

1% (2) Taipei 1:59.13. 2" (3) Netherlands 1:59.62. 3" (4) Philippines 2:00.40. 4" (5) Italy 2: 01.04
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