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Editor ial   -  by Mike Haslam.  

What a year  of Dragon Boat activity we have had, and it 
is not over  yet !! 
 
First the excellent news that the IDBF has been accepted 
by the Council of the General Association of International 
Sports Federations (GAISF) as the only World Governing 
Body for Dragon Boating  - see separate article. 
 
Continuing the political scene, the IDBF Secretary-General, 
Mr LI Jie, has written to the ICF Board, rejecting the ICF 
attempt to break the ICF/IDBF Joint Agreement, saying that 
the IDBF Council does not agree that any of its Officers 
have in anyway broken either the letter or the spirit of the 
JA.  Full report contained within this DBI. 
 
Within the sport new Dragon Boat Associations have been 
formed in Austria and the Ukraine, with new groups and 
people interested in developing the sport or being involved 
in festival type racing now active in Greece, Turkey, Spain, 
Vietnam, Oman, Mexico, Liechtenstein and Israel. 
 
The sport is expanding rapidly and the IDBF target figure of 
75 Members by 2008, looking well within reach.  At the 
present time the IDBF has 32 accepted members and 6 
temporary members and 17 candidates for membership, 
making a total of 55 countries or territories involved in the 
sport, quite independently from Canoeing Associations. 
 
The IDBF is also aware of 5 or 6 Canoe Associations that are 
interested in the sport but who are being encouraged by the 
ICF to ignore the IDBF and start dragon boating under the 
ICF banner, this despite the JA – enough said !!  
 
On the competition side, the EDBF European Nations 
Championships have been held in Stockton, England; the 
2006 Club Crew World Championships have been confirmed 
for Toronto and the 2007 World Corporate and Community 
Championships awarded to Welland-Niagara, also in Canada 
More on all these later in this DBI. 
 
Finally, the 5th WDBRC in Qingpu, Shanghai is just around 
the corner, with nearly 2000 competitors expected but for 
next year problems in Germany have led to a change in 
location for the 2005 World Champs but not the dates!  
Again see further articles with this issue of DBI. 

   MJH. 
 

WDBRC – Shanghai – ALMOST THERE !! 
 
The 5th Wor ld Dragon Boat Championships, postponed 
from last year because of the SARS epidemic, is ready to 
rock and role on the Dianshan Lake Regatta Course, 
Qingpu Shanghai, China, from 20-24th October 2004.   
 
Entr ies have been received from Australia; Canada; 
China; Chinese Taipei; Czech Republic; Germany; Gt 
Britain; Japan; Italy; Malaysia; Macao-China; Philippines; 
Poland; Russia; Singapore; South Africa, Switzerland; 
Ukraine and the USA.  A total of nearly 2000 participants 
are expected to contest the 20 Championship events in the 
Premier, Senior and Junior Divisions, as follows:- 
 
Premier Division  200m 500m 1000m 
Open     15    17   15  
Women      11    11   11 
Mixed      10    10    - 
 
Senior Division  200m 500m 1000m 
Open     10   10   09 
Women        10   10   06 (Demo) 
Mixed 
 
Junior Division   200m 500m 1000m 
Open     07   07   06 
Women      -    03   (Demo Races) 
Mixed     05   05   05 
 
An Open 2000m demonstration race is also planned and In 
addition there are 7 Breast Cancer Survivors Crews racing 
in their own competitions’  over 200 and 500 metres.   
 
For the first time in Shanghai there is a Senior Division 
Cup in addition to the Premier Division Nations Cup.  The 
Senior Cup, kindly donated by Mr Norman KOO and Mr 
& Mrs Steve and Margaret KWOK, from Canada, will be 
awarded to the top Senior Team on the same points basis 
as the Nations Cup.  (Now all we need is a generous 
patron for a Junior Division trophy) 
 
Full Race Programmes, Information Bulletin No 4, plus 
the Technical Info and copies of the IDBF Comp Regs and 
Racing Rules have been sent out to all the competing 
Teams and this information is also available from the 
IDBF websites at WWW/IDBF.org or at 
WWW/dragonboat.com  
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I t is official !  The IDBF is the Wor ld Governing Body for  Dragon Boating.  ICF claim rejected. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORT FROM THE CHINESE NATIONAL  
                OLYMPIC   COMMITTEE 
 
Extracts from a letter to the GAISF Council from the 
Chinese NOC in support of the IDBF read,  “Delighted 
to hear that the Council of the GAISF has unanimously 
voted to support the IDBF application for GAISF 
Membership and that this proposal will be placed before 
the Congress of the GAISF for ratification. 
 
As you know Dragon Boat Racing is a traditional sporting and 
cultural activity of the Chinese people enjoyed end cherished 
for over 2000 years, in both China and the South East Asia.  
 
Dragon Boat Racing over the past 20 years, has been 
developed as a modern sport throughout the World, first in 
Hong Kong and since 1991 by the International Dragon Boat 
Federation who we acknowledge as the only World 
Governing Body for the sport. 
 
Sincerely we hope that the GAISF Members will support the 
proposal of the GAISF Council to accept the IDBF into 
GAISF Membership, both as a token of the recognition of 
Dragon Boat Racing as an independent paddle sport with its 
own clearly defined technical, historical and cultural roots, 
which are quite different from those of other paddle sports, 
and as a mark of respect to the Chinese people for whom 
Dragon Boat Racing is not just a distinct sport but also a great 
tradition.                             Chinese Olympic Committee. 

IDBF MEMBERS CONVENTION 2004 
Take the time to be there and have your  say ! 

 
As there is no IDBF Congress this year it is proposed to 
hold an IDBF Members Convention from 0900-1200 on 
Friday 22 Oct 04, during the 5th WDBRC, before the 500m 
Mixed Championships’  which take place in the afternoon. 
 
The main topic of the Convention will be to look at ways of 
developing the sport and the IDBF.  More specifically, 
discussions on ways of improving/ developing the IDBF as 
an organisation; giving support to IDBF Members; 
improving IDBF World Championships and other IDBF 
©products©; looking at ways of getting more Countries and 
Territories into IDBF Membership and also younger people 
into our working committees and commissions, are all 
topics to be looked and discussed openly and frankly.  In 
short we need to have a strong development programme. 
 
The IDBF is now in its 14th year of life and there is no doubt 
that a huge amount has been achieved since the Founding 
Congress of 1991.  However, since that time the IDBF 
Members have never actually met, as a group, to discuss the 
way ahead for the sport and its future. Given the present 
uncalled for situation with the ICF and looking forward to 
GAISF Membership and then IOC recognition, now is the 
time for some serious discussion on where our sport is 
going.  I f you have any topics you would like to discuss, 
please email mikehaslam@aol.com.  See you there? 

GAISF COUNCIL SAYS – YES ! TO THE IDBF 

After over 4 years sitting on the table, the IDBF Membership Application to the General Association of International Sports 
Federations (GAISF) was considered by the GAISF Council on 15 May 2004 and the IDBF accepted unanimously, by the 
Council as the International Federation for Dragon Boating, with a recommendation from Council to the 2004 GAISF 
Congress that the IDBF be ratified as a GAISF Member. 
 
IDBF Executive President Mike HASLAM and Senior Vice President, Manfred RUSS attended the GAISF Congress, on 20 
May 2004, to present the IDBF Application.  IDBF Membership was on the published Congress Agenda, along with 4 other 
International Federations but unfortunately only one application had been notified on the pre Congress Agenda ! 
 
Without going into to much detail of the various debates that took place on the correct ©procedures© it was decided that as the 
accompanying paperwork for 4 of the candidates had not been sent to the Delegates 3 months before the Congress, with the 
Pre-Agenda, as was required by the GAISF Bye-Laws, that 4 of the 5 candidates would have to be deferred until next year©s 
Congress.  Unfortunately the IDBF was one of those four, so we have to wait another year before our Membership of 
GAISF can be ratified.  A little disappointing but we have waited for nearly five years, so one more should not make a lot of 
difference. 
  
On the positive side, the IDBF has taken one big step forward towards becoming a GAISF Member, in that in accepting the 
IDBF as the International Federation (World Governing Body) for Dragon Boat Racing the GAISF Council have effectively 
rejected the ICF claim that our sport is just another discipline of canoeing.  The GAISF Council decision also calls into 
question the validity of the continuing attempts by the ICF to try and organise its own Dragon Boat events.   
  
For the IDBF there is now an extra year in which to strengthen its membership base and to ensure that the majority of the 
GAISF Members vote for the IDBF next year.  The ICF will undoubtedly spend a lot of effort in lobbying GAISF Members 
NOT to accept the IDBF.  Therefore it is important that both the IDBF Council Members and the IDBF Members 
themselves, make contact with GAISF Members within their own countries, get to know them on a personal level, educate 
them about our sport, invite them to Dragon Boat events and generally promote and sell our sport and the IDBF to the 
GAISF International Federations, Government Sports Agencies and National Olympic Committees.   
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                                  Hungry Dragon ?    New boats ar r iving in Nor th Amer ica from Europe – Just in time for  Dinner  ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fast Dragon ??  I f that’ s the way they treat boats  - I ’m out of here !! 
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ALL CHANGE ‘  BACK TO THE FUTURE’    
BERLIN TO HOST THE 2005 IDBF WORLD DRAGON BOAT RACING CHAMPIONSHIP 

 
Well, as always, nothing in life is a certain !!  The 2005 World ‘Nations’  and European ‘Clubs’  Championships are back in 
Berlin and scheduled for 3-7 August 2005.   Originally awarded to that City, the venue was changed earlier this year to 
Schwerin, following comprehensive re-bidding by the cities of Berlin, Hamburg and Schwerin, to the German Dragon Boat 
Association (DDV).  However despite prolonged discussions between the IDBF and the Mayor of Schwerin, to try and agree a 
Contract for the Championships, it was not to be and the City did not sign up.  Accordingly the DDV looked again at the Berlin 
and Hamburg bids and decided in favour of Ber lin.  So it really is back to the future for the 2005 World Championships.   It is 
also hoped to stage the 1st World Corporate & Community Championships, the weekend before also in Germany. The venues 
and dates etc for both events, will be discussed by the IDBF Council and notified formally to the IDBF Members Convention on 
22 October 04, after which further details and Information Bulletin No.1 will be sent to all IDBF Members  

DOUBLE SUCCESS FOR CANADA 
 

Not one Wor ld Champs but two! 
 

Nothing is cer tain but having two great venues to choose 
from for the 2006 CCWC – Toronto or Welland Niagara, 
both in Ontario, the IDBF Team of Mike Haslam, Alan 
van Caubergh and Adrian Lee at least knew, before they 
set off, that the Championships would be in Canada ! 
 
The Team star ted its assessment in Welland, on Friday 
28 May 04, and once there were more than impressed with 
the proposed regatta course, which was part of the old 
Welland Ship Canal, now re-routed outside the town.   
 
The accommodation on the Brock University Campus and 
facilities around town, were also impressive, not to 
mention the attraction of Niagara Falls (not for Racing!) 
which the Team got to fly over during a tour of the area 
during the day and then had the opportunity to switch on 
the laser beams that illuminate the Falls’  at night.   
 
The hospitality and friendship shown to the Team by the 
local folk and politicians, was second to none and thus 
after a full day (and a fair chunk of two nights) the Team 
had plenty to think about as they headed off to Toronto for 
part two of the tour and two more long and full days!  
 
Thanks go to Helen and Mark for looking after the Team. 
 

Toronto was a completely different exper ience (not 
better but very different) as the big City feel was a 
complete contrast to the cosy comfort of Welland. 
 
In a whirlwind first day the Team looked at the 
possible venues for the World Champs and spoke with 
the money men (Federal and local politicians) 
concerning the promises they had already made to 
bring the first choice West Bay Front Regatta Course 
up to the required standards for a CCWC.  This they 
assured the IDBF could and would be delivered. 
 
Following an evening, hosted by the Toronto Chinese 
Businessmen’s Association, the Team retired for a 
short rest before an early meeting the next day with 
the Mayor of Toronto, who also promised his Cities 
support.  Finally a look at the student hotel in central 
Toronto where the Crews would stay, before the Team 
took a trip up the Toronto Tower to gather their 
thoughts and stomachs, and thank their hosts Paul, 
Sharifa, Mike Ralph and John,  before heading home! 
 
So, what was the decision?  Well the Team were so 
impressed by both venues that they recommended to 
the IDBF Council (who agreed) that both Toronto and 
Welland should have an IDBF Championship. That  
is, Toronto should host the 2006 Club Crew Wor ld 
Champs and Welland the 2007 Wor ld Corporate 
&  Community Champs.  Watch DBI  for details. 
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The IDBF Council have told the ICF Board that the Joint Agreement cannot be dismissed unilaterally and that 
the mutual recognition of both International Federations, is a matter of fact not opinion! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

IDBF STANDS BY THE JOINT AGREEMENT WITH THE ICF 

The IDBF Council have unanimously agreed, after consulting with the IDBF Members, that the action of the ICF Board in 
declaring the Joint Agreement (JA) between the two Paddle Sport International Federations null and void, is both unjustified 
and invalid, as the JA is binding on both sides and cannot therefore just be dismissed at the whim of one side or the other. 
 
In reply to the ICF letter  of 19 Apr il 04, in which the ICF tries to absolve itself from the JA, the IDBF Secretary-General, LI 
Jei says:-  I feel unhappy to learn and see the situation, which should not arise in the process of cooperation between the 
IDBF and the ICF.  Since I serve as the Secretary General, the Joint Agreement between the IDBF and ICF has been the basic 
ground in dealing with the international dragon boat issues. Therefore, I think that the positive cooperation and mutual 
respect is the precondition in settling the relations between the IDBF and ICF. The fundamental goal of the IDBF, in this 
regard, is to develop dragon boating through intensifying cooperation and consultation. Cooperation is conducive to both 
dragon boating and canoeing as well as to our two organizations. 
 
Having said that may I refer you to your letter of 19 April 2004, addressed to the IDBF Executive President, Mr Mike Haslam, 
in which you make various statements concerning the conduct of the IDBF Executive President in respect of his actions 
concerning the Joint Working Committee (JWC) and the IDBF representatives thereon, which you give as reasons why the ICF 
Board have unilaterally declared the Joint Agreement (JA) with the IDBF as being dissolved. 
 
The IDBF Council have considered your letter and wish me to inform you that the IDBF does not agree that any of its Officers 
have in anyway broken either the letter or spirit of the Joint Agreement.  The IDBF Council takes the view that your letter is 
actually about the practical operation of the JWC by the IDBF side and discussions held by the JWC on one aspect of the JA, 
namely the Open Selection Policy for IDBF World Championships, which in fact does not state that National Canoe Federations 
must be members of a National Dragon Boat Association, as you have said in your letter.  I’d like to make the following points 
to the ICF Board. 
  
1.  The Joint Agreement is a binding agreement between the IDBF and ICF. If some disputes or disagreements arise in its 
implementation, then the two sides should settle them through a proper channel and positive consultation, including the 
composition of the JWC.  In any event the particular issues mentioned in your letter of 19 April 04 are but part of the JA and 
are not in themselves essential to the substance of the JA.  Therefore if the ICF Board is unhappy with the present status and role 
of the JWC, then the IDBF Council is quite willing to re-define that role or to dissolve the JWC and look at alternative ways of 
establishing formal communications between the ICF and IDBF. 
 
2.  The IDBF Council reminds the ICF Board of the full contents of the JA and the ICF commitments to and obligations under 
the JA, which is a signed written agreement to work with the IDBF, a paddle sport governing body, which the ICF Board have 
accepted as the International Federation responsible for Dragon Boating world wide. 
 
3.  The IDBF Council further reminds the ICF Board that the JA is a contract between two established independent 
International Federations, with a set agreed time scale of operation and co-operation.  The JA is therefore a binding document, 
copies of which have been lodged with both the IOC and GAISF, as agreed by both Federations.  Such a document cannot be 
broken unilaterally, by the ICF, without the reserved recourse to the CAS being considered by the IDBF Council.  The ICF 
Board are strongly asked therefore to honour the JA by withdrawing the proposed ICF Dragon Boat Championships for 2005, 
2006 and 2007, as recently published on the ICF Website. 
 
4.  The IDBF for its part, will continue to observe all the obligations set in the Joint Agreement and continue to cooperate 
with the ICF and carry out the IDBF©s commitments as an international governing body for dragon boating.  The IDBF 
Council therefore reminds the ICF Board that under the JA the 2005 World Games Invitational Dragon Boat Races in 
Duisburg, Germany are under the joint organisational direction of the IDBF and ICF and that this condition of the JA must 
therefore remain extant. 
 
5.  The IDBF Council calls upon the ICF Board to honour its undertakings under the JA and to raise any points of disagreement 
it might have with the IDBF Council, in order that any outstanding issues between our two International Federations can be 
resolved without recourse to CAS Arbitration or civil action.   
 
6.  In keeping with the intention of the JA for open discussion between our two federations, the IDBF Secretariat will continue 
to keep the IDBF and ICF Members informed of all developments concerning issues raised by the JA, as well as the IOC, 
GAISF and the IWGA.  
 
In closing we would like to establish and strengthen our mutual communications. The IDBF President, Mr Zhang Faqianq, is 
also the Vice-President of the Chinese Olympic Committee and the Vice -Minister in charge of the State Sport General 
Administration of China. He very much concerns himself with the cooperation and development between the IDBF and ICF 
and hopes to settle all relevant issues through intensifying cooperation and consultation. 
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            ACTION in STOCKTON – Photos by Mikrotime. 
 
          1. Off the start – Premier Open Crews (Top left) 

                                                                                                         2.  Russia takes the 250m Gold, from GB and Czech Rep. 
3. Russia celebrate their victory in the 500m (above). 

     
EDBF NATIONS CHAMPS –  PREMIER DIVISION GRAND FINALS RESULTS. 

 
Open 250m.   Women 250m      M ixed 250m 
 
1.   Russia    0.53.97  1.   Russia 1.03.80   1.   Russia 0.57.05  
2.  Gt Britain 0.55.32  2.   Germany 1.06.32  2.   Germany 0.58.80 
3.   Czech Rep 0.55.71  3.   Gt Britain 1.06.55  3.   Switzerland 1.00.57 
4.   Hungary 1.00.71 
 
Open 500m.   Women 500m      M ixed 500m 
 
1.   Russia    1.50.92  1.   Russia 2.06.91   1.   Russia 1.55.88  
2.  Germany 1.52.08  2.   Germany 2.10.15  2.   Germany 1.59.36 
3.   Gt Britain 1.52.32  3.   Gt Britain 2.16.25  3.   Switzerland 2.00.85 
4.   Czech Rep 1.53.92 
 
2000m  1. Czech Rep: 8.38.32.   2. Germany: 8.38.88.   3. Russia: 8.40.87.   4. Hungary: 9.17.30. 
 

2004 EUROPEAN NATIONS CHAMPIONSHIPS, STOCKTON, ENGLAND 
“  A good time was had by all – and great racing too!”  

Over  500 competitors from seven European countries made the trip to the River Tees Regatta Course in Stockton-on Tees, 
England fro the 2004 EDBF Nations Championships.  Good weather, very good accommodation, excellent racing and 
hospitality whilst in Stockton, made the event one of the most successful European Championships ever.  
 
With generous suppor t from the Stockton Borough Council and British Waterways, the British DBA were able to stage a 
good technical event, which was well organised.  With IDBF President Zhang Faqiang, as the guest of Honour and the Red 
Poppies Girl Drummers from Beijing fronting the Opening Ceremony, Stockton added something a little different to EDBF 
events.  The 4 laned racing course, boats, team facilities and technical support – including a computer timing system and 
photo finish, all had to be brought onto the site and an innovation was the ‘ floating hotel”  moored on the River, which 
housed the Race Officials and their equipment during the racing and was moved overnight from the 250m finish down to 
the 500m finish.  Thus for the first time in an EDBF event, the starting area remained static and the Finish line moved !! 
 
Two days of fine racing was the hallmark of the Championships, with Germany, the Czech Republic and Great Britain all
showing their strength in the run up to the Shanghai World Championships but it was the very strong Russian Team that 
took most of the Gold Medals and won the Nations Cup too!   Stockton Finals Results are shown below. 

Senior  Open 250 
 
1. Rus  1.00.44 
2. GB    1.00.75 
3. Ger    1.01.97 
500m 
1. GB    2.00.76 
2. Rus   2.02.18 
3. Ger   2.04.09 
4. Ukr   2.15.20 
 
Junior  Open 250 
 
1. Ger  1.02.32 
2. GB    1.02.48 
500m 
1. Ger   2.04.07 
2. GB   2.06.15 
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Many of you will have read the article by Francios Ryffel, in a recent edition of Dragon Boat World Magazine, where he put the 
case for why his ICF Dragon Boat Commission should take over the control and organisation of the sport from the IDBF – an 
article, by the way, repeated on the ICF website, without the permission of DBW.    
 
Many of you will not have read the article but it is important, for the good of the sport and its development, that you are aware of 
the issues raised.  In this article, sent to DBW, IDBF Executive President, Mike Haslam, replies to the ICF view. 
 

Is dragon boating, paddling or  is it not ? “  asked 
Francios Ryffel, in the DBW article; as if that was all that 
needed to be stated about the a sport in which the ICF has 
yet to run a single Dragon ICF’s attempt to organise and 
control our dragon boat sport – Boat event.   
 
“ Of course it is paddling but Canoeing it is NOT”  
Mike Haslam replies, and that is the whole point about 
our sport; a point that the ICF fails to accept or 
understand, in the same way as it fails to see that Dragon 
Boating is a ‘ Team’  sport with different ideals and 
traditions, social spirit, technical development and 
paddling techniques, to that of the mainly ‘ individual’  
activities of canoeing and kayaking.   
 
Put it another way. Are American Football; Aussie Rules 
Football and Rugby Football played with an oval ball; of 
course they are.  Are they the same ball sport, of course 
not; anymore that the racquet sports of Badminton, Tennis 
and Squash are the same game or the hard ball sports of 
Baseball, Softball and Rounders.  I could go on and give 
many examples of sports with common aspects that are 
played differently and governed separately but that would 
labour the point, so I will finish this chain of thought by 
asking is Canoe Sailing, sailing or  canoeing ? 
  
It saddens me when a basically decent and honest person, 
like Francois, is taken in by misinformation and then 
repeats it all as a matter of fact. Mr Ryffel has fallen 
neatly into that ICF trap, when he says that;-  
 
“The IDBF is an isolated organisation with no 
affiliation with any Olympic Association.  Most dragon 
boat federations have no official recognition because of 
that, and recognition is important for money and support “  
 
Apar t from the fact that this statement is just not true 
(many DB Feds are recognised either by their National 
Olympic Committees or National Sports Federations) the 
IOC in fact is just a private members club and powerfully 
so, and one that the IDBF would wish to join, but the IOC 
has no legal authority or mandate from governments to 
bestow any ‘ official recognition’  or public funding on any 
sport. They merely recognise their own sports as Olympic 
International Federations, it is as simple as that.    
 
In any event the IDBF is accepted de facto, by the IOC, as 
the World Governing Body for the sport (even though it is 
not yet an Olympic Federation) and the IDBF has recently 
been recognised by the Council of the General 
Association of International Sports Federations (GAISF) 
as the International Federation for Dragon Boating, 
despite attempts by the ICF to block IDBF Membership. 
 

The sport of Dragon Boat Racing also, is not yet recognised as 
an Olympic Sport nor would it automatically be, even if the 
ICF was in charge and asked the IOC to include Dragon Boat 
Racing in the Olympic Games Programme.  
 
This, the ICF is unlikely to do as they have singularly failed to 
get Marathon Canoeing, Canoe Polo or Canoe Sailing (that 
sport again) into the Olympics, over the past 30 years or more.  
So please Mr Ryffel do not try to indicate, as your article 
suggests, that the ICF could do it with Dragon Boat Racing at 
the expense of Flat Water Racing or Slalom. 
 
The truth of Olympic politics is that the IOC is looking to 
divest themselves of Olympic Sports (not International 
Federations) and Flat Water Racing is one of the sports that 
the IOC would rather do without, as the cost of building 
artificial Regatta Courses is a prohibitive one and hard to 
justify, for such a minor sport as ICF Canoeing, with its low 
spectator interest and small participation figures.  
 
ICF Competitive Canoeing only really survives because the 
IOC and National Governments pour money into its two 
Olympic Disciplines (but not the non Olympic ones).  Even 
with its bag of ‘Olympic Gold’  the number of competitive 
canoeists is declining, year on year, whilst dragon boat 
paddlers increase in leaps and bounds, as does membership of 
the IDBF. No wonder the ICF casts covetous eyes at the 
growing number of dragon boat paddlers – over 40 million in 
China alone, a fact that makes the sport attractive to the ICF to 
try and control or ‘ take over’  from the IDBF, which is the only 
real objective of the ICF Dragon Boat Commission.  
 
Without the IDBF already developing the sport the ICF would 
have a field day in using finances from Dragon Boating to 
keep canoeing afloat (excuse the pun), which is why Francois 
Ryffel says “ Why would ICF let dragon boating die ?  
That would be a death of our  own” .  “ We want to maintain 
and promote dragon boating like we do our  other  
disciplines “    
 
There he goes again talking about our sport as another 
discipline of canoeing and not a paddle sport in its own right, 
with a competitive record many hundreds of years, if not a 
thousands of years older than that of canoe sport.   Indeed the 
Dragon Boat tradition is as old as the Ancient Olympic Games    
 
The facts are that the ICF, before 1999, positively did not see 
dragon boating as a discipline of canoeing but acknowledged 
it as a separate paddle sport, even helping to progress IOC 
recognition for the IDBF. Only when the ICF got itself a new 
President in 1998, did the situation sudden change – but why ?  
  
                   /Well 
 

THE ICF MYTH FACTORY – A RIGHT OF REPLY by Mike Haslam 
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But why ?/ 
 
Well, the new ICF President, from Germany, saw that 
his own countries declining canoe sport numbers could 
be reversed and government funding retained by 
claiming that dragon boat paddlers were really 
‘canoeists’ . He therefore in a classic top down policy 
decision, in 1999, changed the ICF stance to the sport 
by unilaterally declaring that dragon boating was a 
discipline of canoeing, ignoring the existence of the 
IDBF and the 20 years of development put into the 
sport by ‘ dragon boaters’  around the world. 
 
Which brings me to the second ICF myth, which is that 
somehow the ICF can bring money and support into the 
sport through dragon boating being part of the ICF.  
The facts of sporting life are that almost all government 
funding for sport anywhere in the world goes into the 
Olympic Sports, and the majority of that goes directly 
to the so called ‘Elite Athletes’  in those sports, 
basically the top ten percent of competitors.   
 
Dragon Boat Racing, like almost every other non-
Olympic Sport stands an equal chance of receiving 
nothing much in either money or support from any 
government sport funding agency, with or without the 
ICF, as any honest Canoe Association will tell you.  So 
please do not be taken in by the line that the ICF can 
bring more recognition, money and support to the sport 
than the IDBF can.  The IDBF and its Members 
remember, have developed Dragon Boat Sport without 
any outside financial aid and with little sponsorship or 
support in kind. 
 
Mr Ryffel says “ A lot of functionar ies would like to 
protect their  position but forget about the spor t. The 
question should be  - What is best for  the spor t” .   
 
Well, I wonder who he is talking about.  As a dragon 
boat paddler and canoeist for far longer than FR and as 
a person with nearly 30 years experience of how the 
ICF operates, I can assure you that the IDBF is a 
democratic federation organised from the grass roots 
upwards, with paddlers electing officials of their own 
choice and information being passed openly and freely, 
whilst the ICF is a top down federation in which 
Commission Officials such as FR are pre-selected by 
the ICF Board and then presented to the ICF Members. 
 
In fact, no one in the IDBF protects their  own 
position, they are always looking for younger people to 
take over the reigns and develop the sport.  The ICF 
however , seeks mainly to keep its Olympic status 
and the millions of USD it receives from the IOC and 
continues to be effectively controlled by the European 
Associations who founded it in 1948.   
 
Indeed the so called ICF Dragon Boat Commission of 4 
people is dominated by 3 European’s and is a 
Commission on which the Chinese Canoe Association 
has refused to serve, informing the ICF in the process, 
that it is the Chinese Dragon Boat Association in China, 
and the IDBF world wide, that are responsible for 
dragon boat sport, not the ICF.   
 

This support for the IDBF has also been repeated by the 
Chinese Olympic Committee in a strong letter of 
support for the IDBF sent recently to the GAISF 
Council. 
 
The other  facts of the ICF incursion into Dragon 
Boat Racing are that Francois Ryffel, from 
Switzerland and the only other active member of the 
ICF Dragon Boat Commission, Frank Nomrowski, 
from Germany, were both Executive Committee 
Members of their respective Dragon Boat Associations 
in Europe and both tried to persuade their Associations 
to disband and become part of the National Canoe 
Associations of Switzerland and Germany.  However , 
the major ity of dragon boat paddlers in both 
countr ies elected by formal vote NOT to take this 
step, even though many of them were (and still are) 
also members of their Canoe Associations - that fact 
on its own is wor th a thousand silent words. 
 
So being great believers in the democratic process 
both François and Frank joined the ICF President in his 
‘ top down’  approach to paddle sport domination and 
with a view to forcing all dragon boaters into canoeing, 
became the founders (and only, at that time) members 
of the ICF DB Commission.  A Commission by the 
way, that it took 3 years for the ICF to set up and for 
which there is little real support or interest amongst the 
155 or so ICF Members – except Germany, Spain, 
Switzerland, France and in the background possibly 
Canada.  So perhaps Mr  Ryffel is refer r ing to his 
own ICF dealings when he talks about “ A lot of 
functionar ies would like to protect their  position but 
they forget about the spor t” . 
 
Francois ends his tail of ICF myths by saying that “ The 
ICF has all the international sports relationships 
that dragon boating needs.  Why reinvent and redo 
everything ?  Why not reinvest in the sport instead”   
And within these words resides the biggest ICF 
myth of all, that they somehow are the best for the 
sport !!  The truth is that the best thing for the sport is 
that it is organised and governed by the people that take 
part in it – the paddlers, and at the moment, that is 
exactly what happens within the IDBF.    
 
Finally, I  actually totally agree with Francois Ryffel 
when he says “ Why reinvent and redo everything”  
and I  ask why then are the ICF attempting to 
reinvent and redo our  dragon boat spor t ?   
 
The IDBF and its independent Dragon Boat 
Associations, are already doing it very successfully (so 
much so that the ICF have copied almost word for 
word, the IDBF Rules and Regulations).  And the IDBF 
and its Members are clearly reinvesting in the sport as 
the increase in membership and events at all levels 
shows and the success of the IDBF boat and paddle 
specifications proves.   
 
Let it stay that way and have your say in the future of 
the IDBF at the Members Convention on 22 Oct 04. 
 
                                                                              MJH 
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INTERNATIONAL DRAGON BOAT NEWS 

Prague International DB Festival 
 

I f you really want to race and tour , 
then book a ticket to Prague, the cool 
capital of the Czech Republic and take 
your crew to the annual Prague Dragon 
Boat Festival. 
 
This year the races were held over the 
weekend of 5/6th June on the� Vltava 
River in the City Centre between the 
Charles and Manes Bridge.  With the 
backdrop of the famous Charles Bridge 
at the start and with the Manes Bridge 
acting as a natural Grand Stand at the 
Finish, this surely is a most beautiful 
setting for Dragon Boat Racing and 
partying at night too. 
 
In its seventh year the Prague event 
attracted crews from Hungary and 
Germany as well as local Czech sport 
and festival crews, who enjoyed 2 days 
of great racing and superb hospitality.
 
Organised by the Czech DBA, if you 
want information on next years event 
then email klima@fosterbohemia.cz and 
Peter Klima will be happy to help you. 

2004 EDBF ANNUAL 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
HEADS FOR HUNGARY 

 
This years EDBF Annual Meeting
will be held in Gyor, Hungary on 
Saturday 19 November 2004.  With 
the opportunity to visit Budapest on 
the Sunday, this is a weekend trip not 
to be missed.  Never mind the politics, 
enjoy the scenery. Details from EDBF 
Sec-General, Alan van Caubergh, 
email: A.J.vanCaubergh @chello.nl 
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Tiyuguan Road, Beijing 100763, China.  E-mail IDBFdragon@126.com 
 
 

LINK YOUR WEBSITE TO THE 
IDBF   E-mail Adrian Lee at 

Adr ian.Lee@dragonboat.com 

ASIAN DRAGON BOAT 
CHAMPS IN CHINA TOO 

 
The 2004 ADBF Asian Dragon 
Boat Championships organised 
by the Chinese DBA, will be held 
during the week after the World 
Champs, from 26-28Oct, in 
Mianyang, China.  Reputed to be 
an area of outstanding beauty, the 
location of the ADBF Champs is 
a tourist trap and a visit there is 
great way to end your China trip. 

Welcome to New Friends in the Dragon Boat Wor ld 
 

A warm IDBF welcome, to the family of Dragon Boating, is extended to our 
new Members the Ukrainian Dragon Boat Federation and Austrian Dragon Boat 
Association.  The Ukrainian National Team made its first appearance in Sport 
Racing at the recent European Championships in Stockton, whilst the Austrians 
have been running a very successful Dragon Boat festival in Vienna for several 
years past – so make a note to join them next year. 
 
Also new to the calendar in Europe this year, have been Festival Races in 
Greece, Turkey and Spain, where Barcelona Dragons Boats are looking to 
develop an annual festival and the sport – see www.barcelona-dragonboats.com 
 
On the other side of the World interest in the sport is growing in Vietnam and 
Cambodia both of whom are looking to join the IDBF too.  Indeed in Vietnam, 
IDBF Members will be invited to send crews to the 1st Binh Thuan 
International Traditional Boat Festival from 24 - 26 Apr il 2005, so watch out 
for further details, hopefully at the IDBF Members Convention. 

WORLD CORPORATE &  COMMUNITY CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

“ Qualify soon at a Festival Near  You”  
 

Especially for  Festival Crews and special interest groups like the BCS crews, 
Uniformed Services, Community Groups and Businesses great and small, the 1st

World Corcom, will be held in Germany over the weekend 30/31st July 2005 
with a Tourist package attached and a chance to watch the World Championships 
in Berlin from 3-7 August 2005, so you can Race and have a great holiday too ! 
 
Interested in becoming a Wor ld Corcom Champion ?  Then there are two 
ways of entering.  The first is by joining your Dragon Boat Association and 
applying through them.  The second is by qualifying at an IDBF Associated 
Dragon Boat Festival near you, during the coming year. Entry conditions apply. 
 
Interested in becoming an IDBF Associate Festival, using the IDBF logo and 
sending your  crews to the World Corcom ?   Then email Mike Haslam, IDBF 
Executive President at mikehaslam@aol.com for details. Small fee applies 

IDBF SECRETARIAT CONTACTS 
 

Secretary-General ;  Mr LI Jei 
Director of Admin :  Mr LEI Jun 
Administrator:  Ms Qin YI 
 

Email: IDBFdragon@126.com 


